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It Is In Grateful Appreciation that
Mrs. Marion U. Nelson
Mrs. Nelson served the Town as Librarian from 1950 to
1969. During this period circulation rose from approximate-
ly 8,000 books per year to 32,000. While Mrs. Nelson served
our small village Library changed to a more formal service
adjusted to a growing community. Great demands were
placed upon her shoulders, which she met eflBciently. It
was with deep regret that the Trustees accepted her letter
of resignation. The Town of Amherst takes this opportunity
to express appreciation for the dedication which underlies
the contribution she made to our community as Town
Librarian.
We Dedicate This 1969 Town Report to
Mrs. Catherine A. Kruger
Mrs. Ki-uger served as Town Clerk from 1948 to 1970. Fan-
tastic growth, which has seen Amherst change from a small
town of fewer than 2,000 inhabitants to a bustling com-
munity of over 4,500, marked her tenure in office. It is with
regrets that we accept her decision to resign. In recognition
of many years of community service, graciously rendered
to Amherst residents, we express our deep gratitude and
appreciation.
TOWN OFFICERS - 1969
Moderator
M. A. Wight, Jr.
Selectmen
Meric G. Arnold, 70




Catherine A. Kruger resigned
















Frank W. Dreyer 71






Trustees of Trust Funds
Edward A. Conti 70
71 Harrv R. Mitiguy
Library Trustees
Benjamin G. Bundy 70 Kathleen C. Ware
Marian
J.
Williston 70 Helen L. Sondrol
E. Daniel Johnson 72







Ways and Means Committee
Chairman H. Presley Hatcher
David T. Ramsay
James Rowan









71 Harold Eastman 72
70 Herbert Campman 73














Dr. James C. Starke
Memorial Day Committee
Wilham H. P. Hopkins, Chaimian Paul F. Dudley
Robert K. Blakeman Phyllis A. Hill
Creeley S. Buchanan Harry P. Trevathan
Recreation Committee
Ann G. Hopkins, Chairman 70 William Johnson
Robert L. Bacon 70 Raymond L. Desmarais




Harry R. Mitiguy, Chr. 71 Alice E. Arnold 70
Herbert I. Harding, Vice-Chr. 70 Frederick E. Seeling 71
Elizabeth G. Hall, Sec'y 72 Neil F. Mangold 72





Morrison, Deputy Chief Norman Clark
Howard C. French, Sgt. Howard Ferris




" For School Duty
Board of Adjustment
Paul F. Antonelli, 70 Chairman
Jack Lindabury, Vice Chr. 71 Edward Noyes 72
Roger Brown, Sec'y 73 Howard W. Boothroyd, 74
Sup't Town Hall Building Sup't Brick School Building
Charles A. Reynolds John E. Bowler
Fire Wards
Charles E. Duval Richard G. Crocker
John F. Hanlon
Dog Officer Fire Chief
Howard C. French Charles E. Duval
Industrial Advisory Committee
Harding C. Sortevik, Chairman
Joseph Carlozzi H. Ronald Berlack
Representatives to the General Court
Senator Creeley S. Buchanan, resigned
Frederick Porter Elected 1970
Rep. Orson H. Bragdon Ref Kenneth W. Spalding
Nashua Regional Planning Commission






At Town Hall second and fourth Monday evenings,
7:30 to 9:00 p. m.
Tax Collector
Office at home — Mack Hill Road
Town Hall — Monday, Wednesday and Friday, 9:00
to noon; also second and fourth Monday evenings.
Town Hall.
Town Clerk
Office at home — Court House Road
Monday: 9:00 a. m. to noon; also 4:30 to 7:30 p. m.
Tues., Wed., Thurs. and Fri., 9:00 a. m. to 1:30 p. m.
Treasurer











Dog Officer 673-2472 or 673-4900
FOR FIRE, POLICE, EMERGENCY 673-1414
Hours for Dump
Every Wednesday, 11 a. m. to 6:00 p. m.
Saturday and Sunday, 8:00 a. m. to 6:00 p. m.
Amherst Parking December 1st to April 1st
Overnight parking is prohibited on all public roads in
Amherst from December to April 1st in accordance with
Section 17, Chapter 47 R.S.A.
A fine of $5.00 for each violation.
Please keep your Town Report handy, you may want to
refer to it many times during the year.
TOWN WARRANT
The State of New Hampshire
To the inhabitants of the Town of Amherst in the County of
Hillsborough in said State qualified to vote in Town
Affairs:
Polls open at 8 A.M.; close at 7 P.M.
Voting on Articles One (1) through Nine (9)
will be by Ballot at the Polls.
You are hereby notified to meet at the Town Hall in
said Amherst on Tuesday, the 10th day of March next at
8:00 of the clock in the afternoon to act upon the following
subjects:
ARTICLE NO.l
To choose all necessary Town Officers for the ensuing
vear and ensuing three vears.
ARTICLE NO. 2
To see if the Town will vote to amend Article II (Estab-
lishment of Districts) Sec. 2-1 (Division of Town into Dis-
tricts) by the addition thereto of the following new pro-
vision:
FP — Flood Plain Conservation District
and Sec. 2-2 (Zoning Map) so that as amended said section
shall read as follows:
Section 2-2 Zoning Map
The several districts provided for in Section 2-1 above
shall be bounded as shown on Map entitled "Zoning
Map of the Town of Amherst, New Hampshire" dated
February, 1963, and by the Flood Plain Conservation
District Overlay, together with all amendments and
explanatory matter thereon, is hereby declared to be
a part of the Ordinance.
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NOTE: The Ballot Question on this Article will read as
follows:
Article No. 2. Do you favor amending the Zoning Or-




To see if the Town will vote to amend Article II (Estab-
lishment of Districts) Sec. 2-1 (Division of Town into Dis-
tricts) by the addition thereto of the following:
H.D. — Historic District
and Section 2-2 (Zoning Map) so that as amended the same
shall read as follows:
Section 2-2 Zoning Map
The several districts provided for in Section 2-1 above
shall be bounded as shown on the map entitled "Zon-
ing Map of the Town of Amherst, New Hampshire"
dated February, 1963 and by the Flood Plain Con-
servation District Overlay, together with the Historic
District Overlay, and all amendments and explana-
tory matter thereon, which is herebv declared to be
a part of the Zoning Ordinance.
NOTE: The Ballot Question on this Article will read as
follows:
Article No. 3. Do you favor amending the Zoning Or-





To see if the Town of Amherst will vote to amend
Article VI of the Zoning Ordinance (Administration) by the
addition thereto of the following:
"Section 6-3 Board of Adjustment and Historic Dis-
trict Commission A-1 in accordance with the provi-
sions of RSA 31:89, there is hereby established an
Historic District Commission, consisting of five mem-
bers, to be appointed by the Board of Selectmen in
accordance with RSA 31:89-d."
NOTE: The Ballot Question on this Article will read as
follows:
Article No. 4. Do you favor amending the Zoning Ordi-




To see if the Town will vote to amend Section 4-5-A-l
of the Zoning Ordinance (Permitted Uses in a Rural District)
by tlie elimination of provisions for two family dwelling so
that as amended said section shall read:
1. One Family dwelling and accessory buildings.
NOTE: The Ballot Question on this Article will read as
follows:
Article No. 5. Do you favor the elimination of Two




To see if the Town of Amherst will vote to amend the
Zoning Ordinance as follows:
"Any subdivision Approval subsequent to March 10,
1970 which requires Road System layout and con-
struction, must have the road system deeded to the
Town and accepted by the Selectmen, prior to the
issuance of any Building Permit for any stmcture
whose frontage would include any part of such pro-
posed road system."
NOTE: The Ballot Question on tliis Article will read as
follows:
Article No, 6. Do you favor requiring roads to be com-
pleted before building in a subdivision will be allowed.
Yes No
ARTICLE NO. 7
To see if the Town will vote to amend the Zoning Ordi-
nance of the Town so that:
Excepting for retaining present Sections 3-8, B & C,
Section 3-8 Building RegLilations, be revised in its
entirety as posted throughout the Town, advertised
in the newspapers and as official copy of which is on
file in the Town Offices.
NOTE: The Ballot Question on this Article will read as
follows:






To see if the Town will vote to amend Article III of the
Town of Amherst Zoning Ordinance by adding a new
section numbered Section 3-9 reading as follows:
Section 3-9 Interpretation and Application. The
provisions of this Ordinance shall be interpreted and
shall apply only to such buildings, striictures, uses
and lots as are specifically regulated by the provisions
of this Ordinance and no otliers.
NOTE: The Ballot Question on this Article will read as
follows:
Article No. 8. Do you favor limiting Zoning to items




To see if the Town will vote to amend Article IX of the
Town of Amherst Zoning Ordinance by adding to the
definition of the word "Structure" the following words:
"provided such structure is otherwise regulated by
this Ordinance so that such definition of the word
'Structure' shall read:
"Structure. Anything constructed that is of necessity
attached directly or indirectly to the ground, pro-
vided such structure is otlierwise regulated by this
Ordinance."
NOTE: The Ballot Question on this Article will read as
follows:





To see if the Town will give the Selectmen and the Town
Treasurer the authority to boiTOw money in anticipation of
taxes.
ARTICLE NO. 11
To raise such sums of money as may be necessary to
defray Town Charges for the ensuing year and make ap-
propriations for the same.
ARTICLE NO. 12
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate
the sum of $5,000.00 to continue the plan of road improve-
ment started in 1956 or take any action relative thereto.
ARTICLE NO. 13
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate
the sum of $3,500.00 towards the purchase of the Joe Eng-
lish Brook Wildlife Reservation, said sum to be matched
by $1,750 grant from the Spaulding-Potter Trust, and said
appropriation to meet one of the conditions for a $5,000
grant by the Bean Foundation, or take action relative
thereto.
ARTICLE NO. 14
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate
the sum of $500.00 for the restoration and preservation of
the original land grant maps belonging to the Town, such
work to be supervised by the Historical Society and the




To see if the Town will vote to abandon the Old Turn-
pike Road also known as the Second New Hampshire Turn-
pike, which is now closed subject to gates and bars, be-
ginning at the end of the Boston Post Road and running to
the Mont Vernon line.
ARTICLE NO. 16
(By Petition)
To see if the Town will vote to sell that portion of the
Old Turnpike Road beginning at the end of the Boston
Post Road North and running to the Mont Vernon line to
Earl Burdo, whose land abuts both sides of said roadway
for the sum of $1,000.00 or such lesser sum as the Town
deems fair and equitable.
Given under our hand and seal this 23rd day of February,












Estimates of Revenue and Expenditures for the Ensuing Year
January 1, 1970 to December 31, 1970
Compared with
Estimated and Actual Revenue, Appropriations and Expenditures
of the Previous Year January 1, 1969 to December 31, 1969
SOURCES OF
REVENUE
Interest and Dividends Tax
Railroad Tax
Savings Bank Tax




For Fighting Forest Fires
Highway
Dog Licenses
Business Licenses, Permits and
Filing Fees
Bike Tags
Rent of Town Hall and
Other Buildings
Interest Received on Taxes
and Deposits



































































Poll Taxes — Regular at $2
National Bank Stock Taxes
Yield Taxes
Amt. to be Raised by Property Taxes
Total Revenues
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STATEMENT OF APPROPRIATIONS
AND TAXES ASSESSED AND TAX RATE
Town Officers' Salaries
Payment on Debt (Interest $1,000)
Article 5 — Tennis Court
Article 6 — Road Improvement
Article 7 — Cross Road
Article 8 - West Street
Article 14 — Planning
Article 15
Total Town Appropriation
Less: Estimated Revenues and Credits:
Interest and Dividends Tax
Railroad Tax
Savings Rank Tax
Meals and Rooms Tax
Reimbursement a/c State and
Federal Lands
Revenue from Yield Tax Sources
Interest Received on Taxes
and Deposits




Rent of Town Property
and Equipment
National Rank Stock Taxes
Poll Taxes at $2 (1969 Warrant)




Total of Town, School and County
Add: War Service Tax Credits
Add: Overlay
Property Taxes to be Raised
25
Taxes to be Committed to Collector:
Gross Property Taxes $1,069,425 00
Gross Precinct Taxes 2,410 00
Total $1,071,835 79
Less: w/Serv. Tax Cr. 18,350 00
Net Property Taxes $1,053,485 79
Add: 1969 Poll Taxes at $2 3,846 00
Add: National Bank Stock Taxes 291 00








Cash in hands of treasurer
Tax Collector
Trustees of Trust Funds
Fire Truck Fund
Grader Fund
Southern Fire District Fund
Accounts Due to Town:
Forest Land Reimbursement
Truck Loan to Highway Dept.
Unredeemed Taxes:
(b) Levy of 1968





(a) Levy of 1969 142,206 88
(b) Levy of 1968 283 90
(d) Previous Years 152 99
(e) State Head Taxes - Levy of 1969 1,890 00
Total Assets $223,868 18
Net Surplus December 31,1968 $17,320 25
Net Surplus December 31, 1969 4,588 57
Decrease of Surplus $12,731 68
LIABILITIES
Accounts Owed by the Town:
Trustees of Trust Funds
Art. 15 — Bridge
Art. 8 - West Street
(a) Uncollected 1969 State Head Taxes
(b) Uncollected Yield Taxes
Due to School District:









Property Taxes - 1969 $910,837 26
Poll Taxes - 1969 2,992 00
National Bank Stock Taxes - 1969 320 90
Yield Taxes - 1969 1,711 07
State Head Taxes at $5 - 1969 9,380 00
Total Cunent Year's Taxes
collected and remitted $925,241 23
Property Taxes and Yield Taxes —
Previous Years 114,360 16
Poll Taxes — Previous Years 512 00
State Head Taxes at $5 - Previous Years 1,620 00
Interest received on Taxes 1,993 02
Penalties on State Head Taxes 132 50
Tax sales redeemed 6,836 79
General Expense of Highway 4,529 67
Winter Maintenance 731 10
Summer Maintenance 436 43
Interest and dividends tax 47,633 32
Railroad Tax 9 10
Savings Bank Tax & Bldg. & Loan Assn. Tax 2,222 14
Bike Tags 170 00
Police Sources 47 00
Reimbursement a/c Exemption of
Growing Wood and Timber 20 00
Advertising 73 05
Training 12 00
Reimbursement a/c Old Age Assistance 3,573 83
Reimbursement Head and Poll Taxes 230 74
Meals and Rooms Tax 11,991 06
28
From Local Sources, Except Taxes:
Dog Licenses 1,796 95
Business licenses, permits and filing fees 78 00
Secretarial Work 19 70
Rent of Town Hall 503 00
Maps 166 25
Elections 66 62
Sale of Benches 616 25
Rent of Brick School 1,511 00
Motor Vehicle Permits (1968 - $1,094.58)
(1969 - $53,070.75) 54,165 33
Receipts Other than Current Revenue:
Temporary loans in anticipation of
taxes during year
New Tiaist Funds received during year
Sale of Adding Machine







Total Receipts from All Sources





Town officers' salaries $ 6,892 00
Town ofiice expenses 11,544 11





Memorial Day, Veteran's Associations, and
Old Home Day 247 50
Aid to soldiers and their families 200 00
Recreation:




Payments on temporary loans in
anticipation of taxes 200,000 00
Payments to trustees of tn.ist funds
(New Funds) 1,472 00
Payments to Other Governmental Divisions:
State Head Taxes paid to State Treas. 11,307 80
Payments to State a/c Yied Tax
Debt Retirement 499 99
Taxes paid to County 50,797 79
Payments to Precincts 2,128 09
Payments to School Districts:
(1968 Tax $117,000) (1969 Tax $726,313.99) 843,413 99
Total Payments for All Purposes $1,356,426 69
Cash on Hand December 31, 1969 56,833 08
Cash in hands of Tax Collector 10 00
Grand Total $1,413,269 77
STATEMENT OF BONDED DEBT
Town of Amherst — December 31, 1969
NONE
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SCHEDULE OF TOWN PROPERTY
Description Value
Town Hall, Lands and Buildings
TOWN CLERK'S REPORT
For the Year Ending December 31, 1969
137 Auto Permits (1968)
3389 Auto Permits (1969)
TAX COLLECTOR'S REPORT
SUMMARY OF WARRANT

































State Poll and Property
















Summary of Tax Sale Accounts — As of December 31, 1969
Tax Sale of Account of Levies of:
Dr.













Remitted to Treasurer $4,216.43 $1,769.37 $ 850.99
Interest 43.29 136.32 87.15
Deeded to Town 123.72 111.50 99.05
Unredeemed Dec. 31, 1969 2,828.50 816.40 180.86
Total Credits $7,211.94 $2,833.59 $1,218.05



























For the Year Ending December 31, 1969
Cash on Hand January 1, 1969 $ 22,266 01
Received from:
Barbara H. Landry, Tax Collector 1,050,695 70
Catherine A. Kruger, Town Clerk
Auto Permits (1968) $ 1,094 58






















Notes — anticipation of taxes




















Meric G. Arnold $1,200 00
Hermon W. Anderson 792 00
J. Merrill Hines 1,000 00
Barbara Landry, Collector 2,500 00
David Ramsey, Trustee 100 00
Stephen Noble, Auditor 100 00
Orson Bragdon, Auditor 100 00
Catherine Kruger, Clerk 500 00




Head Tax Reimbursement 147 49
Head Tax ovei*payment 83 25
Adding Machine sale 75 00
Secretarial work 19 70
Pool Licenses 8 00
Junk Licenses 50 00


















































Trustees of the Trust Funds 120 66
M. Riccitelli 32 50
Young Inc. 35 00




Equipment rentals 4,593 65





























Vincent Ferdinando, band $175 00
Amherst School, band 25 00
Laszlo Kertesz 25 00






Equipment rentals 222 90








Equipment rentals 590 90
Repairs and materials 3,071 12
$ 7,386 27
* Due from Trustees
Damages and Legal Expenses
Appropriation $3,000 00









Amherst Village District $1,690 00
Milford Public Works 120 00
$ 1,810 00





F. Tenney Clough $ 4,000 00
Article No. 6 — Road Improvement
Appropriation $5,000 00
Expended:
Labor $ 802 30
Equipment Rental 1,090 90
Material 3,138 02
$ 5,031 22
Article No. 7 — Cross Road
Appropriation $2,100 00
Expended:
Equipment $ 402 00
Material 1,697 98
$ 2,099 98
Article No. 8 - West Street
Appropriation $875 00
Expended:
Equipment Rental $216 00
Material 114 05
$ 330 05
Article No. 14 — Regional Planning
Appropriation $570 00
Expended:
Nashua Region Planning $ 659 55
55
Article No. 15 — Bridge
Balance of 1968 Approp. $6,715 00
1969 Appropriation 7,660 00
Sale of Old Bridge 54 28
$14,429 28
Expended:
D. Bourdon $ 16 00
W. J. Kelley, Water Main 3,200 00
$ 3,216 00
Article No. 16 — Fire House
Appropriation $3,000 00
Expended:
Trustees of Trust Funds $ 3,000 00
Article No. 17 of 1968 Sidewalk
Appropriation $1,200 00
Expended:
Manchester Paving $ 1,200 00
Truck Loan
Income
(Bal. due town $6,706.01) $3,027 60
Expended:




Catherine Kruger $3,526 00
Expenses 10 70
$ 3,536 70
Taxes Bought by Town
Expended:
Registry of Deeds, Fees $ 109 85
B. Landry:
Postage and Expenses 343 40
Collector 5,661 46
$ 6,114 71
Discounts, Abatements and Refunds
Expended: $ 2,987 19
56
Retirement and Social Security
Appropriation
REPORT OF THE HIGHWAY AGENT
The following is a summarized report of this department's
activities during 1969.
Winter Maintenance $43,633.27
The Winter Maintenance program covers all the Highway
Department work from about December first to the middle
of March. All road clearing due to snow and ice storms is
charged to this account. We now have 94 miles of road to
care for with six hired trucks with plows, 1 Town tractor, 1
Town truck and the grader. We try to give school bus routes
and areas where children walk in the streets to school special
attention. Also we have to clear snow from sidewalks on
Foundry Street and Boston Post Road North, as well as snow
removal from both Wilkins and Clark schools, the Fire
Station, Library, old Brick School and Town Hall.
The other main work load in the winter consists of cutting
trees and brush. Areas where future construction is contem-
plated are more economically cleared in the winter as it is
possible to burn all brush on the site and eliminate costly
hauling to the dump area. During the winter 1969-1970
brush and trees are being cut on Thornton Ferry No. 2, Bos-
ton Post Road South, Spring Road and Chestnut Hill Road.
Each year Winter Maintenance cost increases and this
is due to increased mileage, cost of rental equipment, cost of
salt and the type of services that is demanded in a bedroom
town. A prime example would be a comparison to the 1960
Winter Maintenance budget. A total of $16,295.90 was spent
in 1960 as compared to $43,633.27 in 1969. Other compari-
sons would be truck rental from $4.80 in 1960 to $7.20 in
1969; labor costs $1.50 per hour in 1960 to 2.25 per hour in
1969; Salt 118 tons were used in 1960 at a cost of $2,360 as
compared to 767 tons at a cost of $10,093.64 in 1969. Finally
about 30 miles of roads have been added to our road system
since 1960.
The purchase of a Town truck and power sander in 1969
will help in the future to keep these costs down and still
provide the type of service necessary.
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Summer Maintenance $15,042.05
All general maintenance from about the middle of March
to December is covered under this account. Included is the
grading and use of the York rake on 38 gravel roads several
times, cutting banks and ditches, spot graveling, the main-
tenance and replacement of culverts, setting posts, signs etc.
on all roads. Also the maintenance of shoulders throughout
the black road system ( 64 miles ) and the machine and hand
cutting of brush in the summer.
In 1969 several roads were improved, they include spot
graveling of Jones Road, Mack Hill Road, Lynch Farm
Rd., Brook Rd., Grater Rd. and Old Manchester Rd. Culverts
were replaced on the Lyndeboro Road (3). Bloody Brook
Road ( 1 ) , Eaton Road ( 1 ) , New Boston Road ( 2 ) , Old Mont
Vernon Road ( 2 ) , Horace Greeley Road ( 1 ) , Thornton Ferry
No. 1 (1), Brook Road (1), Merrimack Road (1) and
Christian Hill Road ( 1 ) . Two weeks v/ere spent hand cutting
brush and limbs on Baboosic Lake Road. Brush was cut by
Machine on approximately 72 miles of road. Many hours
were spent cleaning out culverts and replacing street and
traffic signs. The painting of yellow lines on the Boston Post
Road North and South was accomplished and it is hoped
this program can be expanded in 1970.
Oiling $22,522.52
Under this account 13.4 miles of road was surfaced in-
cluding New Boston Road, Old Mont Vernon Road, Boston
Post Road North, Mont Vernon Road, Christian Hill Road,
Green Road, Eaton Road, Wilkins Road, Boston Post Road
South in part. Miles Road, the upper end of Mack Hill, Up-
ham Road, Court House Road and all streets in the Village.
Shoulders on the Walnut Hill Road were also oiled. 4800
feet of the Merrimack Rd. west end were mixed and placed.
The cost of patching all blackroads ( 64 miles ) and sweep-
ing of all roads to be re-oiled is covered under the oiling ap-
propriation. Also 8000 gal. of waste oil was applied to gravel
roads where dust was a problem.
Town Road Aid $13,453.16
T.R.A. is a program started in 1947 by the state to help
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small Towns improve their roads. Money for this account
is based on a 15% town cost 85% state aid Supervision is
done by the state highway department and the Road Agent.
Under this account money was spent on the following roads:
Jones Road (1500') gravel was applied, road mixed and
placed and received a sealer coat; Thornton Ferry No. 2
(2000') trees were cut, banks cut, culvert installed and 12"
base of gravel was applied; County Road (800') gravel was
applied; Old Manchester Road (1000') trees cut, culvert in-
stalled, banks cut and 12" base gravel applied; Chestnut Hill
Road (rebuilding project) 2 culverts were installed. Work
will be continued on the latter four roads and it is hoped that
these projects will be completed in 1970.
Dumps $2,299.95
The money under this account was spent to provide a
dump custodian, to gravel the upper area at the Town Dump
several times during the year and for rat control. Because
of the steadly increased use of the dump area it was neces-
sary to hire a bulldozer several times during 1969 to grade
and cover the dumping area.
Parks and Playgrounds $1,711.19
Money under this account is spent to maintain eight
Town Commons, two playgrounds the Old Brick School
Yard and the Clark and Wilkins School Yards. Some work
at the Library is under this account. This work consists of
raking and picking up leaves, mowing and trimming the
grass, care of the park fence and the constant picking up
of paper from the lawns.
A new playground area on the Boston Post Road South
was mowed twice and this will receive regular care in 1970.
Also 120 feet of 12" pipe was installed at Spaulding play-
ground to improve the playing area of one baseball diamond.
Cemeteries $7,386.27
Money for this account was spent to maintain the four
cemeteries: Meadowview, the Old Cemetery by the Town
Hall, Cricket Corner Cemetery and the Chestnut Hill Ceme-
tery.
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Some of the work accomplished this year other than the
regular raking, mowing and trimming of all cemeteries was
rebuilding lots, resetting granite curbs, grading depressions
and trimming some trees at Meadow and Cricket Comer
Cemeteries. Special attention was given the 53 perpetual
care lots and funds for this work was received from the per-
petual care fund. The program for replacing broken grave
stones and markers was continued and 16 new stones were
installed in 1969.
Other work this year included the rebuilding of the fence
at the Cricket Corner Cemetery and the instalation of drain-
age pipes and catch basins at the Meadowview. This ceme-
tery was also subject to vandalism by unknown persons and
stones tipped over and some broken on 29 lots. Cost of re-
pairing damage came to $732.00
Article $5,000.00
Money for this article was used to purchase 240' of 18"
culvert pipe to replace old stone culverts on our black road
system. Also money was spent to improve sections of the
Old Milford Road, Nichols Road and the Lyndeborough
Road. Work included cutting trees and brush, cutting banks
and applying base gravel. The section of roads improved
were impassible during spring thawing.
A complete study was made by the road agent, road com-
mission and the Selectmen into highway department equip-
ment needs and rental practices. As a result a dump truck
and power sander were purchased and payment of this
equipment is coming from present budget accounts. A saving
of $1,040.00 per year is anticipated and this amount has been
deducted from the increases in the 1970 budget.
In closing this report, I would like to thank the Selectmen
and Road Commission for their guidance and help in 1969
and the taxpayers of Amherst for their support of the Depart-
ment programs. Any comments and suggestion on how your
Highway Department can better serve you are welcome.
Respectfully submitted,
RICHARD G. CROCKER, Road Agent
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AMHERST FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORT
The following is a summarized report of the department's
activities and expenditures during the past year.
1. Salaries: $1,600.00 - forty men at $25.00 per year.
This is payment for men attending 12 regular meetings and
12 practice sessions with their engine companies. Three Cap-
tains at $15.00 each per year; three lieutenants at $10.00
each per year; two assistants at $100.00 each per year; one
Fire Chief at $200.00 per year and one janitor at $125.00 per
year.
2. Fires: $2,900.00. Your fire department responded to










Gas & Oil Burner 3
We were called out of town for Mutual Aid 9 times and re-
ceived Mutual Aid 10 times.
Engine One: Captain: David Hanlon — Lieutenant: Mar-
shall Strickland. This engine responded to 29 calls in 1969.
Engine Two: Captain: John Bowler — Lieutenant: Ed-
ward Houck. This engine responded to 51 calls in 1969. This
truck is used for most out of town mutual aid calls.
Engine Three: Captain: Robert Hall — Lieutenant: Roy
Maston. This engine responded to 46 calls in 1969.
3. Hose: $2,000.00. This account was used to purchase
2/2 inch hose. We now have a small reserve built up.
4. Supplies and Equipment: $800.00. This account was
used for miscellaneous items to run the fire station; hand
lights, coats, helmets, boots and two second hand radioes.
The fire department now has an all wheel drive 1960 In-
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ternational truck, which was donated by a former member of
tlie department. This truck has been put in good mechanical
shape by the men of the department who not only donated
their time but also paid for most of the cost of parts. A new
tank and pump have also been installed. This truck will be
a valuable piece of equipment to the town especially at brush
fires that are far from the road.
To report a lire dial 673-3131. This is the phone number
of the communication center which handles all fire calls for
Amherst, Milford, and Mont Vernon 24 hours a dav. Give
the property owner's name, the street name and the town
when reporting a fire.
In closing this report we would like to express our thanks
to the ofiicers and members of the three engine companies
for theii- time and effort put forth toward accomplishing the
work of the department. Also to the people who donated to








REPORT OF THE FOREST FIRE WARDEN
AND DISTRICT CHIEF
Less fortunate than our northern towns, we had too many
fires. Carelessness in burning trash and discarding smoking
material and children playing with fire caused most of the
fires. Your Forest Fire Warden's job would be easier if every-
one understood the State laws that govern the kindling of
outdoor fires. A svnopsis of these laws follows:
Tire Permit
A fire permit is needed for all outdoor fires in or near
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woodland anytime the ground is not covered with snow.
This includes household waste burning, even if in an incin-
erator, grass burning, garden trash as well as brush burning.
Such burning is restricted by regulation to be prior to 9:00
a.m. and after 5:00 p.m.
Exceptions
Commercial or industrial burning is allowed anytime
under normal conditions with permission of the District Chief
and a permit from the Fire Warden.
Camp or cooking fires are allowed on your own property
with pennission of the Fire Warden. On another's property
with written permission of the landowner and permission of
the Fire Warden. The Warden can forbid such fires if in a
hazardous area. Permits for cooking fires in the White Moun-
tain National Forest can be obtained from the Laconia Office
or at the Ranger Stations. Permits are not required in public
camp or picnic grounds where fireplaces have been built
for this purpose.
Penalties
1. For kindling a fire without a permit. Maximum of
$200.00 fine; or imprisonment for not more than 60 days.
2. For kindling a fire by any means wilfully or recklessly
that shall endanger woodlands the maximum fine is $500.00
or one year's imprisonment.
3. For failure to totally extinguish a camp or cooking
fire before leaving it the same penalties as in ( 1 ) above.
4. For dropping inflammable material in or near wood-
land, maximum fine is $25.00.
Fire prevention is a personal matter and a good habit.
Keep our town free from smokes in 1970.
Fires reported — State 453
Fires reported — District 95
WINTHROP H. HANNAFORD, District Chief
CHARLES DUVAL, Forest Fire Warden
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REPORT OF THE CEMETERY TRUSTEES
1969
The Cemetery Trustees are charged with the respons-
ibihty of administering the affairs of the cemeteries of the
Town.
This body is made up of one of the Selectmen, one of the
Trustees of Tust Funds, and one other interested citizen of
the Town.
The day to day supervision and carrying out of all duties
is under the direction of the Road Agent and his staff.
Income from sources as shown on the accompanying fi-
nancial report is accumulated in the Cemetery Tiiistees
Fund to be used from time to time to defray the cost of
cemetery additions and major improvements.
During 1965 a sizable addition was made on the west
end of Meadowview Cemetery at a cost of approximately
$9,000.00. Of this amount, $5,000.00 was paid from funds
which had accumulated in the Cemetery Trustees Fund up
to that point of time. The balance, in the amount of
$4,000.00, was advanced by the Town. The amount ad-
vanced by the Town has been repaid to the Town from
funds accumulated since then.
It is apparent to your Cemetery Trustees that further
additions and major improvements will be needed.
The funds to finance these projects will come from the
sources as outlined in the accompanying financial report.
In addition to these funds, there are certain Unrestricted
Cemetery Funds under the jurisdiction of the Trustees of
Ti-ust Funds. These amounts are shown in the Report of
the Trustees of Trust Funds.
We understand that it is the intention of the Trustees
of Trust Funds to earmark the income from the Unrestricted
Cemeterv Funds to finance additions and major improve-
ments to the Town cemeteries.
A projection of what this funding might look like in five
vears' time follows.
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Balance, December 31, 1969
Income from Investments
Income from Sale of Lots, annual
care, and funeral services
Balance, December 31, 1974
Unrestricted Cemetery
Cemetery Trustees
Trust Funds Fund Total
$ 3,344.83 $ 2,051.86 $ 5,396.69
7,000.00 7,000.00
6,000.00 6,000.00
$10,344.83 $ 8,051.86 $18,396.69
It is obvious from the foregoing that the funds men-
tioned herein may be used to defray current costs of main-
taining the cemeteries or may be used as outhned to defray
the cost of additions and major improvements. The latter
alternative has the effect of avoiding large appropriations in
any one year for capital additions. This same result is ob-
tained when equal additions, by appropriation, are made







FINANCIAL STATEMENT OF THE
CEMETERY TRUSTEES
For the Calendar Years 1966 through 1969
Paid to Town of Amherst re:
Loan for Cemetery Addition (1,150.00)
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As we enter the 1970's, the Town Tree Program, begun
in 1952, marks its eighteenth year. This program, initiated
to maintain the trees which line our village streets, has con-
tributed greatly to retaining and increasing the colonial at-
mosphere for which Amherst is known.
During 1969, the project of rehabilitating the main com-
mon, started in 1962, was completed. It is interesting to
note that, just 102 years ago in the Spring of 1867, the town
was engaged in a similar activity. At that time, the citizens
brought soil in dump carts and planted trees. In 1866, the
fence was planned, and in the early 1800s this common was
the scene of many musters.
In the coming years, much more can be done to preserve
and enhance the beauty which is our heritage. Replacement
of dead and diseased trees must continue, other commons re-
quire building up, salting for snow and ice control on road-
ways should be replaced, and littering made less prevalent.
Obviously, some of these areas require the concern and
cooperation of all the townspeople, and suggestions for other
improvements will be welcome.
My sincere thanks to everyone for their cooperation dur-




F. TENNEY CLOUGH, Chairman
January 15, 1970
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AMHERST TREE COMMITTEE REPORT - 1969
Spraying
A. Dormant Spray — April
Elm Trees in Village
B. Cover Spray — May
Elm Trees in Village
and Ponemah
Plantingr — Trees and Shrubs in
Village — includes preparing
ground, stock, mulching and
watering.
Trimming and Tree Care —
Town Trees in Village.
Pruning and programmed
selective feeding.
Tree Removal — Cutting, removal
and disposing of diseased
Village elms and maples.
Removal of diseased elms cut
down by private property
1969 1970
Approp. Expend. Budget








WHITE PINE BLISTER RUST CONTROL
Town of Amherst
Blister Rust Control Area in Town 21,306 Acres
Pine Area 12,909 Acres
Area Detailed Mapped 4,614 Acres
Work coming up 1,509 Acres
Recommended Appropriation $150 00
WALTER J. GILBERT,
District Supervisor
P.O. Box 162, Manchester, N. H.
Date: December 26, 1969
Work scheduled in your Town is in the following:
Blocks 47 - 52 - 53 - 56.
Work in 1969 was done in the following:
Blocks 27 - 28 - 42 - 58 - 64.
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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES
OF THE AMHERST TOWN LIBRARY
(In compliance with Revised Statutes Annotated 202-A:12)
Financial Report — The report of the treasurer is ap-
pended.
Building and Grounds — In 1969, the expenditures were
solely for ordinary maintenance.
Early in 1969 the trustees received with great regret the
resignation of Mrs. Marion Nelson, librarian of Amherst
Town Libraiy for 19 years. Her long and devoted service
and concern to and for the library are very deeply appre-
ciated. And, again, the trustees accepted the resignation
of Mrs. Janice Shethar, assistant librarian, a short time later.
She, too, had given years of dedicated service.
The trustees were fortunate in gaining the services of
Mrs. Bettv Watson as the new librarian. Although new to
Amherst, she has been able to take over the librarian's
duties and challenges with efficiency and dedication. She
has been greatly aided bv Mrs. Cecelia Clough and Mrs.
Patricia Cannaday.
The Book Selection Committee, composed of Mrs. Robert
Sondrol, chairman; Mrs. Arnold Noyes, Mrs. William Lyle,
Mrs. Stephen Farrington, Mr. Ronald Berlack, and Mrs.
Watson, has striven to meet the ever-increasing needs and
demands of a rapidly growing community. Its efforts and
accomplishments are both valuable and appreciated.
The Friends of the Library, under the chairmanship of
Mrs. Pierre Martin, have continued to supply the library
with plants and flower arrangements. As part of that or-
ganization, Mrs. James Enright is in charge of a rotating
art exhibit, and Mrs. Waid Ingham has been chairman of
the always popular weekly Stoiy Hour. There were two
additional activities begun this year: a book-mending work-
shop, meeting twice monthly under the chairmanship of
Mrs. Leland Gray, and a Discussion Group, which meets
once a month to discuss books and ideas derived from them.
Several money-raising projects were sponsored: a dessert-
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bridge in May, and a performance by the Boston Children's
Theatre on the village green in August, which was again
a success. A Membersliip Coffee was held at the library in
April, inviting the public to enjoy the library and introduc-
ing Mrs. Watson as the new librarian. Mrs. Charles Bacon
has been in charge of publicity for the Friends.
In 1969, the trustees faced the realization of the great
necessity to enlarge the library. There is no longer ade-
quate room for anything, from books to Story Hour. There-
fore, with the aid of an architect, Mr. Alexander Majeski
of Bedford, plans are near completion for a 42-foot exten-
sion to the library. A grant for the building has been re-
ceived from a private foundation, and a fund-raising drive
in the town to augment this amount is underway and
may be matched by the Bean Foundation. It is the
hope of the trustees that this future addition will enable
the library to more fully serve and meet the community
needs.
The trustees wish to express tlieir gratitude to all who
have given to the library — whether it be time and interest,










Since becoming your librarian in mid-April, I have been
endeavoring to become familiar with our book collection
and to get acquainted with our patrons — their likes, activi-
ties and interests. The Library is here to serve everyone
in the community from the pre-schooler to the octogenarian.
Through your requests and comments, we learn where we
need to increase our collection to better serve you. We have
the services and collections of the New Hampshire State
Library and its affiliated libraries throughout New Hamp-
shire to offer our pations. In 1969 we borrowed approxi-
mately 200 state books to fill special requests.






Cash on hand Jan. 1. 1969
Town Appropriation
Trustees of Trust Funds
Sam and Alvs Warren Book Fund





General Fund Cash Balance Jan. 5, 1970
$ 112 21
We request a Town Appropriation as follows:
By Appropriation $ 9,690 61
Jan. 5, 1970 Cash Balanee 69 39
Trust Fund Dividends 750 00
January 5, 1970
$10,510 00
E. DANIEL JOHNSON, Treasurer
LIBRARY FUNDS IN POSSESSION OF TREASURER
JANUARY 5, 1970
Paid Balance
Balance Fines Acct. Jan. 1. :
1969 Fines
REPORT OF ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICIAL
During the past year a total of 218 permits have been
received and processed and can be tabulated as follows:
New Private Dwellings 120







Of these sixteen were either denied or referred to the
Board of Adjustment. The estimated cost recorded on the
applications are as follows:
New Private Dwellings $2,861,900








1969 REPORT OF THE BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
The Board of Adjustment held thirteen meetings dur-
ing 1969. All meetings are usually held at the Brick School
on the first Monday of each month and are open to the public.
Thirteen cases were presented to the Board for their
action with eleven cases requesting Variances, one a Special
Exception, and one a Temporary Use Permit. Seven requests
were granted, four were denied, and two were withdrawn.
All requests were duly posted at the Town Hall and Post
Oflfice and were advertised in "The Milford Cabinet" in ac-








We have examined the accounts of the following Town
Officers: Selectmen, Town Clerk, Town Treasurer, Tax Col-
lector, Road Agent, Tiaistees of Trust Funds, Treasurer of





PLANNING BOARD REPORT FOR 1969
For the first time in more than several years the Plan-
ning Board has been able to devote the major portion of its
activity to planning, rather than to the administration of
subdivision regulations. The Board notes with interest and
a degree of satisfaction that a previously almost uncontrol-
lable rate of growth in subdivision, and subsequent home
building, has slowed down to a pace where the Real Estate
tax base can more nearly match the cost of municipal serv-
ice requirements. This is not to infer that Utopia has been
reached in Amherst; far from it. Many factors are respons-
ible. Your Planning Board is continuing to search out means
for an orderly growth of our community — in the best inter-
ests of all its citizens.
This year the Board held 12 regular meetings on the
second Tuesday of each month, in addition to numerous
subcommittee meetings, organizational meetings and in-
structional sessions. Also, three special meetings to consider
subcommittee activity and prepare six articles for the town
meeting ballot. These six articles, found elsewhere in the
Town Report, represent the culmination of the Board's effort
during 1969 to plan for the preservation of those desirable
aspects of our town today, and to provide for its reasonably
regulated growth in the future.
The six articles proposed: Flood Plain Zoning, Historic
Districting of the Village Area, Historic Commission, Elim-
ination of duplex houses in the rural area. Improved Road
Planning within subdivision plats, and a completely revised
Building Code, are the result of a joint effort by sub-
committee activity, the United States Department of Agri-
cultm-e, Soil Conservation Commission, Town Counsel, and
the Planning Board as a whole. This numbers many per-
sons who actively engaged in planning for our communit}^
this year. At this point, we would like to thank the more
than 450 interested citizens who took the time to return a
f|uestionnaire sent out by a sub-committee of the Board,
to seek their opinion and suggestions as related to zoning
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and planning. The tabulated results of this questionnaire
played a significant part in the development of our six pro-
posed articles. We also would like to encourage all citizens
of Amherst to contribute to the preservation and develop-
ment of their community by volunteering services, knowl-
edge, suggestions, ideas, etc.
In conjunction with the proposal that duplex homes be
eliminated in the rural area, the Board feels strongly that
plans should be made and townspeople made fully aware
that it is time we consider a desirable form of multiple
dwelling unit. This area of planning becomes a matter of
social conscience to satisfy the needs of young married
people as well as the older people who become unable
physically or financially to maintain a single home. This will
be a project for the coming year, as the Board awaits the
results of the Regional Planning Board study in this area.
In conclusion, let it be noted that the efl^ectiveness of
successful planning for Amherst is dependent not only on
the ability and qualifications and desires of the members
of the Planning board, but more importantly on the dedica-
tion, interest, and support of the townspeople for whom the
Board acts.
Respectfully submitted.









Amherst citizens are well aware that the town's popula-
tion is growing at an accelerating pace. Open land is dis-
appearing rapidly as developers, builders and speculators
buy it up in anticipation of future development needs.
Fomied only four years ago, the Amherst Conservation
Commission is sparking the efforts to retain strategically
located plots of open land for present and future genera-
tions.
Acquisitions to date include:
1. The Great Meadows — approximately 50 acres of
wetlands near the Wilkins School and the Village Green.
This tract provides an excellent outdoor laboratory for the
school, a prime wildlife area, and protection for the town's
water supply. Total cost — less than $2,000, almost all being
provided from private sources.
2. The Sherburne land — a gift of 10 acres from Max
Sherburne on the banks of the Souhegan River adjoining the
new school site. Located in the fast growing southern sec-
tion of town, this property offers the potential for an out-
door laboratory for Amherst's next school, and a park or
recreation site on the banks of the Souhegan River.
3. Acquisition of a one-acre site directly across the
street from the Post Office. Again, this was a gift from
interested citizens. Currently it is being used as a skating
rink in winter and a recreation area in summer.
4. The Joe English Brook Reservation — This 80-acre
tract at the end of Brook Road is the Commission's most
ambitious project to date. Purchased for $30,000, the town
took title to the property in October, 1969, after interested
citizens had contributed the first year's payment of nearly
$10,000. Approximately $17,000 has been raised or pledged
toward the remaining cost — again all from private sources.
Contributors include over 120 Amherst families. An article
in the Town Warrant requests a $3,500 appropriation which,
if passed, will be matched by a $1,750 contribution from
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the Spaulding-Potter Trust and $5,000 from the Bean Fund.
This project provides an excellent wildlife preserve that
will be available for such uses as Boy and Girl Scout wilder-
ness camping, natine trails, fishing, hiking, cross country
skiing and just plain enjoyment of the outdoors. Better yet,
the project has opened up opportunities for acquiring ap-
proximately 70 acres of adjacent land that will make a
solid tract of 150 acres. Again, the prospects are that this
additional land will be acquired at very small cost to the
town.
In each case, this land is owned by the town with deed
restrictions to insure that it will be maintained for conserva-
tion purposes. Acquisition costs to the town have been
minimal because most of the land acquired to date has been
received as a gift or paid for with private contributions.
Maintenance costs will be very small because the land will
remain primarilv in its natural state, and volunteers will
provide whatever labor is required.
Time is short and the cost is increasing but Amherst has
made a solid start in preserving some of its woodlands, wet-
lands and open fields for future generations. We are in the
forefront in this State in community conservation activities.
Based on our experience to date, we can expect that a
healthx^ partnership of interested groups and individuals,
working through the Conservation Commission, will help




The program of the Amherst Recreation Committee
expanded and diversified considerably in 1969, although
operating on one of its smallest appropriations in the five
years of its existence.
This was made possible by the many citizens who vol-
unteered hours of their time to help organize and direct
certain activities, to the selectmen and school board who
permitted the use of town and school facilities during "ofiF
hours," and to a policy of pay-as-you-play in certain limited-
interest sports. The year was challenging and rewarding,
and the committee thanks all those who helped.
The Wilkins School auditorium saw much activity
throughout the year. Last winter an average of 60 young
people, boys and girls, elementary through high school age,
enrolled in a basketball program on Saturdays. Two week-
day evenings were taken up with volleyball games, one
for the men, the other for the high school students. In the
spring over 30 adults signed up for a series of golf lessons,
once a week for six weeks, meeting in the multi-purpose
room.
To round off the winter programs, many residents, young
and old, enjoyed skating on the two rinks opposite the post
office. We would like to thank those citizens whose gen-
erosity helped to keep that area an "open space," with
special thanks to the Erik Brown family for hours put in
to maintain the ice for skating.
Although the season was shortened by wet fields. Little
League involved over 150 boys three times weekly for
about six weeks. Under the faithful direction of Mrs. Carle-
ton Cook and Mrs. Stanley LeBaron, more than 40 girls took
part in softball games two evenings a week at Spalding
Field for five weeks.
Summer saw the completion of the project at the town
tennis courts, a joint effort of the Amherst Tennis Commit-
tee and the Amherst Recreation Committee to resurface the
two old courts and to build a third. Because of the construc-
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tion, the usual spring tennis lessons were deferred to the
end of August, when over 50 adults and children signed up
for tlie instruction.
Thanks to Herbert Wenzel, who granted use of the
beach at Baboosic Lake, and to the donation from the
Amherst Red Cross, a series of swimming lessons for more
than 65 adults and children were taught by Carl Shaw, Jr.
Through the cooperation of the school board, arrange-
ments were made to hold a summer theater at the Wilkins
School. Over 60 college and high school students partici-
pated in this activity, producing three plays. It is hoped
this program can be repeated in 1970, for not only did it
provide delightful entertainment for area residents, but
such activity appeals to this particular age group during
their leisure.
The Amherst Recreation Committee also arranged for
a driver-education course held at the Brick School. Mr.
Olausen instructed a class of 30 students two evenings a
week for five weeks.
Last June saw the culmination of over two years of
effort to find a "youth center." Under the chairmanship of
Bob Bacon, a volunteer committee met with the selectmen
and arranged for the use of the downstairs at the town hall
five evenings a week during the summer. A permanent
director, Mr. Ed Farhm, was hired and a youth committee
elected. Under the combined leadership TAC (Teen Age
Center) came into being and fulfilled a need.
Members of the committee were: Dr. James Jones, Fran-




In the fall the desire to have more room and a place
of their own led TAC to reorganize, and with Out-Site Inn
of Milford became INN-TAC. A committee from botli
towns arranged for the rental of the first clubhouse of the
Amherst Country Club, and opened in December.
A town pool committee, chairmanned by Bill Johnson
of the Recreation Committee, was appointed this fall to
study the possibility of such a facility for Amherst. Assist-
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ing Mr. Johnson are Bob Niedrach, Phil Puddington and
Dave Hall. Since such a project would involve a substan-
tial investment, initially and long-range, many facts and
figures must be collected before a preliminary report can be
made. It is hoped such a progress report, with recommenda-
tions, can be made this spring.
Concerned with the rapid growth of Amherst and al-
ready a seeming lack of space for some of our activities,
such as Little League, this committee contacted by letter
over 25 builders and owners of the larger developments,
urging them to consider setting aside within their plots
open areas for recreational purposes. Not only would this
be an attractive feature to a new resident, but real assist-
ance in the long-range plans for recreation and conservation
in the town. Response was limited, but we hope that with
all the concern with conservation on the national level we
will see more local interest this year.
Our 1969 budget was $1,585. The Recreation Commit-
tee was actually involved in the collection or the raising
and expending of almost $9,500, over and above that
figure. This generosity indicates a wide interest in recrea-
tion and a willingness on the part of the citizens to help
pay for the maintenance of our facilities and support of
activities which the budget cannot meet.
Our request for 1970 is $2,214, which would cover the
hiring of a part-time director of recreation. Because of the
number of youngsters and the frequency and variety of
activities, the committee believes such programs as base-
ball, volleyball, tennis, hockey and basketball will run more
smoothly if responsibility for schedules, equipment and








The report of your Board of Selectmen traditionally re-
views the events of the year and looks to the future. It is
difficult to compress into a limited number of pages the
hours of time, the counsel of experienced committees, and
the vast amount of spade work needed to make most of the
decisions which the Board has undertaken this past year.
January and February are spent in preparation of the
budget and material for Town Meeting. Because the law
requires certain postings to be adhered to, the work is
])egun in the fall with preliminary meetings of each commit-
tee, at which time goals for the future are discussed with
an eye toward the expenses involved. By the time indi-
vidual items reach the printed page, they have been care-
fully studied by the parent committee, the Selectmen, and
the Ways and Means Committee. It is always our goal to
give the Town the most service possible within a reasonable
tax structure.
Following Town Meeting, organizational plans are laid
for the next 12 months, and appointments are made. Your
Selectmen strive earnestly to fill each vacancy with persons
who have the necessary experience and represent the sev-
eral views expressed by the Town. We consider ourselves
fortunate to find so many of our citizens willing to sei^ve
their communitv in this vital manner.
Much time this year was spent in the studv of your
Police Department. Two traffic aides were added to help
with the protection of our school children. Additional patrol
hours were allowed, both to stem the increased vandalism
and to give added protection to our ever-growing commun-
ity. Careful analysis leads us to the conclusion that for the
time being we are able to continue with a part-time force
by adding hours and a cruiser. We do not feel that the
high expense of a full-time force is warranted at this time.
Another subject w^hich involved many hours was pollu-
tion. Dr. James Starke as Board of Health Officer presented
us with a comprehensive plan on water pollution and
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sewage control, designed to fill the gap left by State regula-
tions. After much careful research and several revisions
brought about by discussions with men in the area actually
doing the work, the Board accepted the regulations.
The problem of our dump, studied in depth by a com-
mittee, and further brought to the forefront by a local
contractor, who planned an ambitious sanitary landfill proj-
ect, occupied our thinking for much of the summer. We
are sorry to report that the site chosen was found to be
unsatisfactory by tlie State Board, because of the possible
dangers of pollution to a Class A brook in the Pennichuck
watershed. We therefore enter another year with this most
serious matter unresolved.
In the matter of tax assessing, your Board determined
that land values in the Town were basically low, when
compared to sale prices. Accordingly, each stieet in Towm
was reviewed in relation to sales, like property and location.
From this information a new scale of house lot prices was
developed. This was discussed witli a representative of
United Appraisal, who in most cases concurred with our
opinions. We implemented this new scale in the billing
sent out in 1969.
As always, considerable time was spent with the Road
Commission, Planning Board and Road Agent, going over
layouts and construction of new roads. In light of these
expeditions the Planning Board is introducing, for your
consideration, an article on road acceptance, designed to
meet some major difficulties brought to our attention. Added
to these road decisions were the routine matters of rebuild-
ing and maintaining our road system.
In May steps were taken to initiate a Special Town
Meeting for the purpose of repurchasing the Proctor Lot
from Amherst Industries. After the Court's approval and
the posting of the wanant, Amherst Industries notified the
Towm that the land had been sold to Woodmasters, Inc.
Subsequently subdivision of tlie land into an industrial park
took place, and the actual consti'uction of the first plant is
well underway.
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Late spring saw a group of interested adults approach
the Town for the use of the Town Hall as a youth center.
Several meetings were held, resulting in formation of TAG,
whose rules for operation were approved by the Selectmen,
and the lower hall was given to the organization for a
temporary home. On the whole, our experience with TAG
was most gratifying, and we wish them every success in
their new location at the Gountry Glub.
The Brick School maintenance proved to be costly this
year. Early in the spring, before Town Meeting, an estimate
on painting the trim above the second floor was procurred.
After work was commenced it was found that the damage
was more extensive than had been realized, hence an over-
expenditure was authorized.
The Town Hall roof is to be given special care this
year, along with some basic renovation of the lower hall.
New furniture for the dining room was purchased, partly
from funds realized from the sale of the old benches.
In the course of this year the Town was privileged to
accept from a group of concerned citizens, the gift of the
tennis courts, which henceforth will become a part of the
Recreation Department. These courts had their beginning
in 1956 when a group fomied to undertake their construc-
tion and maintenance as a service to the Town. This year
an additional court was added, and the existing courts were
resurfaced. It seemed an appropriate time to turn over
their care to the Town, since they are, in fact, used by
everyone. We want to express our sincere thanks to the
committee, headed by Ed Walsh and Tenney Glough, for
the many years of service and time devoted to this worth-
while project.
We bring to your attention several ordinances which
were passed this year, among them the No Parking ban on
the north side of Main Street, west of the Boston Post Road;
the necessity of all bikes being registered annually and be-
ing properly marked and inspected for safety; the prohibi-
tion of Overnight Winter Parking in the interest of snow
removal; and, at the request of the Highway Department,
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we have banned the removal of snow into the pubHc way.
Perambulation of the Town boundaries, as required by
law, was accomplished for the Towns of Milford and Bed-
ford in the summer.
We would publicly like to thank Mr. Howard Russell,
who made a generous donation of his public address sys-
tem to the Town.
We would be remiss if we did not note the retirement
from Town Service, of two dedicated employees, who have
each spent over 20 years in the best interest of the Town
and its citizens. Mrs. Catherine Kmger and Mrs. Marion
Nelson have both served Amherst in an unselfish and de-
voted manner. We shall long be in their debt for jobs well
done.
In closing we would like to remind you that we are
available to assist you and to listen to your suggestions and
criticisms. It is our intention to operate the Town as effi-
ciently and economically as possible, consistent with good







AMHERST INDUSTRIAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE
ANNUAL REPORT
The Industrial Advisory Committee was created l^y the
Board of Selectmen in September 1969 to . . .
1. Familarize itself with current zoning regulations,
especially those already zoned.
2. Location of such areas and their owners.
3. Research into other suitable land areas.
4. Be knowledgable of available public utility services,
both present and future.
5. Be aware of available financing in the area.
6. Make use of existing state and local resource and
development departments.
7. Maintain liason with Amherst Planning Board.
To date the Committee has established and maintained
continuous contact with Woodmaster Industries on Route
101-A. This area, otice owned by the town, has been
cleared, a road built (Caldwell Road), and Woodmaster
Industries' building constructed. It has been indicated that
several of the lots making up the area have been committed
or are under serious consideration.
In connection with the above, tlie only active industrial
development, the Committee has also been in contact with
several out-of-the-area firms, to introduce them to this
choice land.
The Committee has also established contact with the
New Hampshire Office of Industrial Development, which
will provide any assistance necessary to help Amherst utilize
its available zoned areas. A similar contact was made with
the Manchester Industrial Council.
Contact has also been made with local banks in Man-
chester, Milford, and Nashua.
The Committee has also studied the land maps and has
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recorded the owners and their holdings by lot number
and size. It is planned to establish a contact with the
owners to ascertain their feelings as to the use of their land.
The major problem to be solved is in the area of public
utilities, especially the supply of water. There is no ready
supply available in the volume required above the maxi-
mum requirements for general town use. While a limited
amount is available through wells, and is sufficient for the
Woodmaster Operation, it is not sufficient to meet those
for 40,000 or more gallons per day.
Discussion has been held with the Pennichuck Water
Company. They indicated a possibility of supply which
would require extensive additions to pumping and reservoir
requirements and authorization from the Public Utilities
Commission. It is thus envisioned that the water supply
will consume the majority of the Committee's time through-
out the coming year.
If the water problem can be solved and an interest in
promoting light industry in Amherst is expressed by present
industrial zoned owners, the committee feels that an indus-
trial commission with moderate financing is in order. This





AMHERST VILLAGE DISTRICT WARRANT
State ot New Hampsliire
To the inhabitants of the Town of Amherst, in the County
of Hillsborough in said State and qualified to vote in District
Affairs:
You are hereby notified to meet at the Town Hall in
said Amherst, on Friday, the 13th day of March next, at
eight o'clock in the afternoon to act upon the following
subjects:
L To choose all necessary District Officers for the en-
suing year.
2. To raise such sums of money as may be necessary to
defray town charges for the ensuing year and make appro-
priations for same.
3. To see if the District will vote to transfer into
Capital Reserve $1,500.00 from cash surplus remaining at
end of the year.
4. To transact any other business which may legally
come before said meeting.





Commissioners of Amherst Village District




Commissioners of Amherst Village District
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AMHERST VILLAGE DISTRICT
The District is providing water to 215 users.
Repayment of $5,000.00 in principal has reduced the
District indebtedness to $55,000.00. Adequate reserves are





AMHERST VILLAGE DISTRICT BALANCE SHEET
December 31, 1969
Gash on hand Dec. 31, 1969 $8,939 19
Accounts receivable including
December 31st bills 4,779 15
$ 13,718 34
Water System $ 1,179 60
Land for buildings, wells,




Bonds Payable $ 55,000 00
Excess of Assets over Liabilities 110,150 65
$165,150 65
CATHERINE A. KRUGER, Treasurer
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AMHERST VILLAGE DISTRICT BUDGET
Estimates of receipts and expenditures for the ensuing year
January 1, 1970 to December 31, 1970
Estimated and actual receipts and expenditures of the previous year




Cash on hand Jan. 1, 1969 $ 469.34 $ 469.34 $ 485.37
Capital Reserve Funds 6,637.80 6,637.80 8,453.82
$ 7,107.14 $ 7,107.14 $ 8,939.19
Income Water Service
Prior Year (4th quarter) $ 4,325.66 $ 4,325.66 $ 4,779.15
Income Water Service
Current Year (1st 3 quarters) 4,000.00 5,072.27 4.000.00
$ 8,325.66 $ 9,397.98 $ 8,779.15
Hydrant Rental $ 1,690.00 $ 1,690.00 $ 1,690.00
Precinct Tax 2.128.09 2,128.09 *1,687.10
Other Receipts and Interest 250.00 316.02 350.00
$ 4,068.09 $ 4,134.11 $ 3,727.10
Total ' $19,500.89 $20,639.18 $21,445.44
EXPENDITURES
AUDITORS' REPORT
We have examined the foregoing accounts and find




SYNOPSIS OF TOWN MEETING
March 11, 1969
Acting under Warrant for Town Meeting, polls opened at 10:00
a. m. and closed at 7:00 p. m. in the Town Hall. Ballot clerks, Lillian
Andei'son and Janet Enright; Allan D. Howard and Randolph Kruger,
Assistants to voters; Shirley Copeland, School Clerk; Selectmen
Anderson, Arnold and Hines; Barbara Landry; Moderator Wight, and
Town Clerk Kruger had charge of voting. Checklist supervisors,
Phyllis Hill, Everard Barron and Audrey Spalding.
Result of election: Selectmen, Merrill Hines for three years, Meric
B. Arnold to complete the final year of Dewey Smith's term; Town
Clerk, Catherine A. Kruger; Tax Collector, Barbara Landry; Town
Treasurer, Catherine Kruger; Road Agent, Richard G. Crocker; Trus-
tee of Trust Funds, Harry Mitiguy; Auditors, Orson Bragdon, Stephen
Noble; Board of Adjustment, Howard Boothroyd: Library Trustees,
Elizabeth Wight and E. Daniel Johnson.
Summary of Town Meeting at Wilkins School:
Article 2 — Voted to give Selectmen and Town Treasurer author-
ity to borrow money in anticipation of taxes.
Article 3 — Voted to raise and appropriate the sum of $163,816.43
for Town Charges with the following additions: $1,500 for tennis
courts; $5,000 for continued road improvement; $2,100 to black top
the west end of the cross road near Windsor Park; $875 to black top
the north end of West Street near Baboosic Lake; $570 for Nashua
Regional Planning Study; $7,660 for completion of bridge over Boston
Post Road; $3,000 as capital reserve fund for financing all or part
of the cost for fire station and fire truck in the southern part of town.
Total appropriations: $184,521.43.
Article 4— Recommendation of Ways and Means Committee rela-
tive to new roads adopted with exception of March 12. 1969 date
which was defeated. Article 4 passed as presented.
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Article 5 — Voted to raise $1,500 for two tennis courts and one
new one on Davis Lane.
Article 6 — Voted to continue Road Improvement plan. $5,000
voted.
Article 7 — Voted to appropriate $2,100 to widen, black top, etc.,
west end of the cross road near Windsor Park. Hand vote: Yes 174;
No 106.
Article 8— Voted $875 to black top, etc., north end of West Street
near Baboosic Lake.
Ballot Questions:
Article 9 — Zoning Ordinance Question reclassifying Residential
Area to Commercial. Yes 425; No 557.
Article 10 — Zoning. To allow Cluster Zoning. Yes 632; No 329.
Article 11 — Minimum lot sizes to be 4 Acres for single family
dwelling (in Rural Areas) and 8 Acres for 2 family dwelling. Yes 439;
No 541.
Article 12 — Zoning Ordinance—Minimum lot size for 2 family
dwelling to be double required for single dwelling. Yes 782; No 198.
Article 13 — Voted to join Nashua Regional Planning Agency.
Article 14 — Voted $570 (.15 per capita) for studies in connection
with Article 13.
Article 15— Appropriated $7,660 to complete construction of
bridge over Boston Post Road.
Article 16 — Voted $3,000 as capital reserve fund toward cost of
new fire station and fire truck in southern part of town.
Articles 17, 18, 19 and 20 — Ruled illegal by Town Counsel;
therefore no action or discussion allowed by Moderator.
Article 21 — Petition of Historical Society for a building to house
hand tubs and stage to be erected between Brick School and Chapel
denied.
Article 22 — Ways and Means Committee withdrew their recom-
mendation for Planning Board Work on a Master Zoning Plan since
the Selectmen and Planning Board will consider it.
Amendment 22 cont. — Ways and Means Committee recommenda-
tion that the Fire Alarm System be abandoned resulted in the adop-
tion of following amendment: That the Selectmen appoint a 3-man
committee to meet with the Village Commissioner to investigate the
feasibility of joint maintenance of the Fire Alarm system between the
Town and the District.
Mr. Hines expressed appreciation for the work of the Ways and
Means Committee, and Paul Simpson voiced appreciation of all the
hard work done by town and school officials.
Meeting adjourned at 10 p. m.
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Marriages Registered in the Town of Amherst

































































Edwin R. H. Perry



































Justice of the Peace
Rev. Craig H. Richards
Clergyman
Rev. Kenneth J. Sanford
Clergyman
Catherine A. Kruger
Justice of the Peace
Kenneth R. Dunham
Justice of the Peace
Rev. Kenneth J. Sanford
Clergyman
Rev. Daniel W. Ferry
Priest-Episcopal Church
Catherine A. Kruger
Justice of the Peace
Catherine A. Kruger
Justice of the Peace




Rev. Florent R. Bilodeau
Catholic Priest
Rev. Craig H. Richards
Clergyman
Rev. Kenneth J. Sanford
Clergyman
Catherine A. Kruger
Justice of the Peace
Catherine A. Kruger
Justice of the Peace




Rev. Samuel C. Wampole
Clergyman













Justice of the Peace
Rev. Kenneth J. Sanford
Minister
Rev. Paul P. Clark
Catholic Priest
Catherine A. Kruger
Justice of the Peace
Oev. Paul P. Clark
Catholic Priest
Rev. George E. Ham
Catholic Priest
Rev. Emmett A. Coyne
Catholic Priest
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Marriages Registered in the Town of Amherst











































Rev. Richard A. Girard
Catholic Priest
Rev. Philip H. Mitchel
Minister
Rev. Robert A. Storer
Minister
Catherine A. Kruger
Justice of the Peace
Rev. John Ward
Minister
Rev. Irving S. Jones
Minister




Rev. Kenneth J. Sanford
Minister
Rev. Francis J. Christian
Priest
Rev. Daniel W. Ferry
Priest-Episcopal Church
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Learning Disabilities Study 55
Our Teachers . 43
School Assessment 14
School Board 45




School Study Committee 53










September 3 (Wed.) December 23 (Tues.) 76 days
(Oct. 10, Nov. 11, Nov. 27 & 28 - No School)
January 5 (Mon.) February 20 (Fri.) 35 days
March 2 (Mon.) April 24 (Fri.) 39 days
(March 27 - No School)
May 4 (Mon.) June 17 (Wed.) 33 days
183 days
1970-71
September 9 (Wed.) December 23 (Wed.) 72 days
(Oct. 16, Nov. 11, Nov. 26 & 27 - No School)
January 4 (Mon.) February 12 (Fri.) 30 days
February 22 (Mon.) April 23 (Fri.) 44 days
(April 9 - No School)
May 3 (Mon.) June 23 (Wed.) 37 days
(May 31 - No School)
183 days
WARRANT FOR ANNUAL SCHOOL MEETING
The State of New Hampshire
Polls open at 10:00 A. M. and close at 7:00 P. M.
To the Inhabitants of the School district in the town of
Amherst quahfied to vote in district affairs:
You are hereby notified to meet at the Town Hall in said
district on the tenth day of March 1970, at ten o'clock in
the forenoon, to act upon the following subjects:
1. To choose a Moderator for the coming year.
2. To choose a Clerk for the ensuing year.
3. To choose a Member of the School Board for the
ensuing three years.
4. To choose a Member of the School Board for the
ensuing two years. ,
5. To choose a Treasurer for the ensuing year.











WARRANT FOR ANNUAL SCHOOL MEETING
The State of New Hampshire
To the Inhabitants of the School district in the town of
Amherst quaHfied to vote in district affairs:
You are hereby notified to meet at the Wilkins Memorial
School in said district on the sixth day of March 1970, at
eight o'clock in the afternoon, to act upon the following
subjects:
1. To determine and appoint the salaries of the School
Board and Truant Officer, and fix the compensation of any
other officer or agent of the district.
2. To hear the reports of agents, auditors, committees,
or officers chosen, and pass any vote relating thereto.
3. To choose agents, auditors, and committees in re-
lation to any subject embraced in this warrant.
4. To see if the district will authorize the School Board
to make application for and receive in the name of the dis-
trict such advances, grants and aids, or other funds for
educational pui'poses as may now or hereafter be forth-
coming from the United States Government or any other
state or private agency.
5. To see what sum of money the district will vote to
raise and appropriate for the support of schools, for tlie pay-
ment of salaries for school district ofiicials and agents, and
for payment of the statutory obligations of the district.
8
6. To transact any other business which may legally
come before said meeting.











o o o oo p o o
O lO o o
,-1 o o o* t> ""i^ o^
CO lO rH OOm CO
CO
o o o o o o
p p o p p o
ifi c5 o o o o
T-H o o "^i in Tfi
in o «D t> p c^^





CO in o* ^ c~
«3-
o o o oo p p po o o o
in o o in
05 I> (N C^_
r-T t-' r-T (N
esi
o o o o o o
p p p p p po o in o iri iriO O O O 05 CO
i-H o CO in p p











CO in in '^ •* CD
OS o t^ CO c^ inp OT o_ i> p in




p p p po o o c0000
CO * eq o
000000000000
o o 'O O
CO_ CM _ ^ _





















<M CD CO* CD i-H
<* Oi CO
o
o o o oo p p po o o" oo o o oo p^ in in




Total Appropriations $1,353,347 99
REVENUE AND CREDITS
Unencumbered Balance
REPORT OF THE TREASURER




In account with the School District of Amherst.
Cash on Hand July 1, 1968 $ 26,933 36
Board of Selectmen:
Current Appropriations 674,548 00
Deficit Appropriation 10,301 99
State Sources 22,503 85
Federal Sources 3,400 40
Trust Funds 874 95
Other Income 2,813 12
Total Receipts $741,375 67
Less School Board Orders Paid 750,479 80
Balance on Hand June 30, 1969
(Treasurer's Bank Balance) $ 9,104 13
Building Fund
Cash on Hand July 1, 1968 $ 776 76
Federal Sources 1,698 39
Other Income (Wiring Allowance) 2,138 00
Total Receipts $ 4,613 15
Less School Board Orders Paid 3,895 88
Balance on Hand June 30, 1969
(Treasurer's Bank Balance) $ 717 27
Multi-Purpose Fund
Cash on Hand July 1, 1968 $ 3,361 20
Sale of Notes and Bonds (Principal only) 140,000 00
Other Income 3,529 54
Total Receipts $146,890 74
Less School Board Orders Paid 145,210 08
Balance on Hand June 30, 1969
(Treasurer's Bank Balance) $ 1,680 66
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Resource Center Fund
Cash on Hand July 1, 1968 $ 2,500 00
Less School Board Orders Paid 2,431 35
Balance on Hand June 30, 1969
(Treasurer's Bank Balance) $ 68 65
Special Summer Music Program
Cash on Hand July 1, 1968 $ 1,200 00
Less School Board Orders Paid 1,134 09
Service Charge
Balance on Hand June 30, 1969
(Treasurer's Bank Balance)
Amherst Reading Fund
Cash on Hand July 1, 1968
Less School Board Orders Paid
Service Charge
Balance on Hand June 30, 1969
(Treasurer's Bank Balance) $ 56 92
AUDITORS' CERTIFICATE
This is to certify that v^^e have examined the books, vouch-
ers, bond statements and other financial records of the
treasurer of the schood district of Amherst, New^ Hampshire
of which the above is a true summary for the fiscal year
ending June 30, 1969 and find them correct in all respects.
ORSON H. BRAGDON,
STEPHEN NOBLE,




To the Citizens of Amherst:
Educational reform has taken place, as it never has in
the past, during the 1960's, Change in education now seems
to be a recognized need in all parts of our society. The
1960's have closed with forces and events that have led to
the threshold of a new decade as being one of the most
promising and active periods of educational reform in our
history. Many more demands are being made by the rapid-
ly changing and increasing complexity of our society. We
are becoming more aware that our children will need more
and better education to survive. Education that was suffi-
cient for our needs is no longer sufficient for the world of
the future. The things that children need to learn with the
help of schools are multiplying at an overwhelming rate.
There are practices and programs that are necessary if we
are to deal effectively with the changing world.
Like society in general, education is cun-ently experienc-
ing a dynamic development of new technologies. We must
examine tliem with care and those proven to be successful
in aiding the learning process be put into service more
rapidly than new technologies have been in the past.
Research has revealed more about individual differences,
the merit of the individual and about providing for his
needs. It has also come up with evidence of the great
variety of ways in which people can and do learn.
This challenge we must meet. We must be ready to de-
velop practices and programs capable of increasing the
efficiency of learning. In Supervisory Union No. 40 we have
begim to meet the challenge in the sixties as numerous
innovations in methods of instruction and school organiza-
tion have evolved, such as the use of new instructional ma-
terials, use of para-professionals, use of part-time profes-
sionals, the introduction of team teaching, team learning,
cooperative teaching, flexible group patterns, modified
grading and many other innovations. These are signs of
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progress that are necessary to reach the goals that we have
set forth.
We are stri\ing to develop and continue to develop an
ever-changing cuniculum to search for better ways of in-
struction in order to fulfill our philosophy of education in
the development of each child to his optimum. As each
year passes, tlie needs of more children than ever before
must be met. Our school population increases continually.
At the beginning of the last decade 2,313 pupils were en-
rolled in our schools. As we reach the 1970's, our enrollment
has soared to 4,073.
The Amherst Schools report a year in which planned
change is evolving in an effort to encourage learning as an
individual process. Experience has shown that proving the
validity of an idea is not sufficient to gain its acceptance.
The working educator needs more than a how-to-do-it
manual. He needs a planned strategy for putting an idea
to work; a way of joining all the components of a technique
including teacher understanding, instructional materials,
student and community orientation — all at the right time.
A large part of a teacher's job is to discern each student's
learning style and then match instructional methods and
materials. In order to do this, they must have: (1) studied
school records for past experiences; (2) studied his perform-
ance in class; (3) knowledge of his learning style; and (4)
assessed his capacity to improve.
CURRICULUM
Our reading program continues to undergo evaluation.
The basic text and correlated sldll books and phonics pro-
gram are being supplemented by additional materials. The
sources of these materials are varied and include the
teachers, Reading Consultant and commercial publications.
They vary from the simple worksheet to the well-prepared
audio or visual aid. Each source is designed to provide
additional material for a particular reading skill. All grade
levels are involved in this integration of sources into our
reading program.
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The E.S.S. (Elementary Science Study) approach to the
teaching of Science continues to be successful. A wide use
of materials with less emphasis on daily reading texts en-
courages a laboratory type of class in which all pupils (fast,
slow, and average) find success as they work together. Two
of our staff members were trained at a summer institiite at
Dartmouth, and three were trained at the Elementary Sci-
ence Study workshop in Newton, Massachusetts.
The Math program has been under study. The staff
committee recommended a revision and selected a text
which meets our needs. In addition to this text, which is
currently being used in grades one through four, much
emphasis is being placed on supplementing the daily les-
sons with planned drill that will stress mastery of the basic
facts a child is expected to know at each grade level.
Several teachers worked on a Summer Curriculum Proj-
ect which involved the areas of Reading and Science. As
a result of this work, many teacher-made and commercial
materials have been classified and readied for use by the
teacher with her children. These materials, since they are
selective and teacher-made, actually make available many
more materials.
In September, 1969, "Minimum Standards and Recom-
mendations For New Hampshire Public Elementary School
Approval, K-8, 1969" was distributed to all administrators
in all New Hampshire school districts. The major reason
for planning, organizing and establishing a minimum stan-
dards program for public elementary education are to: (1)
improve the quality of learning and teaching in New
Hampshire and (2) see that each child has equal oppor-
tunity for learning. Philosophy and objectives, administra-
tion, cuiTiculum, staff, in-service education, and school facil-
ities are the major areas covered by minimum standards.
Amherst measures highly in light of these standards. There
are, however, several staffing assignments that will need to
be filled in order to completely fulfill the requirements of




The primary unit (grades one and two) continue to be
organized with homogeneous grouping in the morning for
all skill subjects (Reading, Math, and Language Arts) and
heterogeneous grouping in the afternoon for the content
areas (Social Studies, Science, and other activities). We
have one readiness room this year, and the program is now
in its third year of preparing children for success in the first
grade. One of the most significant programs now develop-
ing is one which has a lofty goal, the prevention of first
grade reading failure. Through supplementing our basic
reading program, frequent in-service meetings, and being
always aware of the need for reinforcement and/or enrich-
ment, we hope to achieve this goal.
B. Intermediate Unit
The intennediate unit (grades three and four) has been
grouped by ability in Reading, Spelling, Language Arts and
Math, and heterogenously grouped in Social Studies, Sci^
ence and Activity periods. Children may be in more than
one ability group for each subject area.
C. Upper Intermediate Unit
In order to improve the flexibility of this unit (grades
five and six), children may move from one ability group in
Reading to a different ability group in Math or a different
group in Language Arts. The Social Studies and Science
classes are heterogenously grouped. The fifth and sixth
grade children have more access to the Resource Room than
any other group.
D.
A program for children with some emotionally disturb-
ing problems continues in our schools. Nurse clinicians are
available weekly for work with the pupils, their parents,
and teachers. They work under the guidance of a consult-
ing psychiatrist. This program is one of tw^o public school
programs sponsored by the State of New Hampshire.
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E.
After school sports continue to be popular with the
boys. Flag football, basketball, track and field, and soft-
ball are all offered during the course of a year. Funda-
mentals and team play are emphasized. Competitive teams
are organized. Everyone who goes out for a sport is allowed
to participate. We hope to extend a similar and appropriate
program to the girls in another year.
F. Remedial Reading
A remedial reading program is available in the 1969-70
school year for the first time. This program is available
for tlie children who consistently perform below the level
of their potential (IV2 to 2 years). The teacher is part-time
and works with children at grades two through six.
Children are screened for tliis program by using stan-
dardized reading tests tliat allow the instructor the oppor-
tunity to diagnose the specific difficulties in reading. Chil-
dren who are chosen then receive thirty minutes each day
of training above and beyond their regular reading periods.
The program includes: (1) a variety of materials; (2) deter-
mining the proper level of instruction; (3) small groups
foiTned according to remediation needs; (4) constant re-
inforcement; (5) diagnosing the child's interests; (6) consid-
eration of attention span through the use of short varied
activities; and (7) a positive "can do" attitude.
G. Reporting Procedures
During tlie 1969-70 school year a study of reporting
pupil progress was conducted by the staff and administra-
tion. A new technique in reporting was developed which
continues to tell pupils and parents what progress is taking
place in the child's growtli in academic skills, work habits
and social adjustment. The new report attempts to empha-
size how well each child is doing according to the school's
assessment of the child's cun*ent academic capabilities and
not on the basis of comparison with other students. The
staff has worked hard and feels that more detailed and
accurate information can be disseminated about each child
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through this new reporting procedure and parent-teacher
conferences. Continued evaluation of this report form will
bring about changes for further improvements.
LIBRARY
As stated in previous reports, the library is a resource
center. Library lessons are correlated with classroom ac-
tivity to strengthen habits of systematic study. This also
enables the student to use the library more effectively,
whether searching for information or reading for pleasure.
Parent volunteers and pupil assistants continue to assist
in the library during school hours.
Each class reports once a week to the library for formal
instruction in using the library to study, to hear a story, to
read or to select a book.
The resource center contains not only books but a variety
of other materials including magazines, pamphlets, docu-
ments, pictures, records, and filmstrips. These materials
are all used for the general improvement of learning.
TESTING
The testing program includes the following types of
tests: (1) Intelligence; (2) Achievement; (3) Developmental;
(4) Readiness; (5) Interest Inventories; (6) Diagnostic; (7)
Perceptual; and (8) Motor. Intelligence and Achievement
tests are given to all children every year (grades one through
six). Other tests are used either at certain grade levels or
for specific purposes. We are constantly using the test as
an instrument to help the teacher and the parent better
understand more about the child and how he learns.
ENROLLMENT AND PERSONNEL
This year we have six teachers for the first grade level
(including one readiness teacher), six teachers for the sec-
ond grade, five teachers for the third grade, five teachers for
the fourth grade, four teachers for the fifth grade and four
teachers for the sixth grade.
At present the Clark School has twelve teachers in a
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building intended to house ten. The Wilkins School (minus
the new addition) has eighteen classroom teachers in a
building intended for thirteen.
The cooperative professional efforts of the entire staff
has been instrumental in providing a suitable learning at-
mosphere under the existing crowded conditions.
The addition to the existing Wilkins School will provide
appropriate classroom space to alleviate the crowded condi-
tions. It will relieve the stage, auditorium, and front hall
as full-time instructional areas. It will also allow teachers
who have had to double up in grades two, three, and four
an opportunity to have their own classrooms. It will pro-
vide adequate space for the Remedial Reading, French,
Speech, Art, Choral Music, and Instrumental Music teachers
to carry out their functions. It will give the Guidance
Director and Reading Consultant a place to see pupils,
teachers and/or parents.
The Advisory Committee Study on Pupil Enrollment,
December 1969, provides the school with a projection fig-
ure of 809 for the 1970-71 school year. As of January 26,
1970 we have 700 children enrolled. The need for planning
must be applied to both future building program and addi-
tional personnel to parallel the rate of pupil growth.
FUTURE CONSIDERATIONS
The primary task of tlie teacher is to facilitate learning,
to make it possible for each youngster, coping with his
particular problems and capabilities, to see wider possibili-
ties in his life and in his world. To do this, the school must
continue to enthusiastically stress: (1) the necessity for re-
lating to each child; (2) the need to help children learn how
to learn so that they can use the vastly increasing store-
house of knowledge; (3) the necessity for helping children
gain in self-confidence by providing them with opportunities
to succeed; and (4) the need to provide a wider employment
of instructional materials and methods.
The cooperation of the Parent-Teacher Association and
the community in general, has been wholeheartedly appre-
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dated since it is this kind of effort that will help facilitate
our above goals.
MILFORD AREA JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL
As the year 1968-69 progressed, it became evident that
the plans for entering the new Junior High School in Sep-
tember were not to be realized. The delay was unavoidable
because of pending decisions to be made by the New Hamp-
shire Supreme Court regarding the AREA School Plan
which directly affected the School District in the selling of
the bonds.
Fortimately there was room at the AREA High School
to house the eighth grade, and after some careful planning
and through the cooperation of Mrs. Rebidue, a way was
found to house the seventh grade in the Bales School. We
occupied two rooms in the main building, two rooms in the
basement area, five rooms in the annex and four study-
gym class areas in the Bales gym. We, through the coopera-
tion of Mrs. Rebidue and Mrs. Tostevin, used the lunch
room which was consti-ucted for those pupils in the ele-
mentaiy grades housed in the Bales School.
Through tlie fine cooperation of pupils and teachers, we
carried on an almost normal classroom and school procedure
with the seventh grade. As time allowed, the Junior High
principal traveled between the two schools to administer
to the needs of both grades.
Each year we find the seventh grade to be much larger
than the previous year, reflecting the growth of Milford and
the sending distiicts of Amherst and Mont Vernon. In June
of 1968, our seventh grade numbered 216, and when we
opened our doors in September, the same grade (as eighth
graders) numbered 226, showing an influx here of approxi-
mately ten students over and above those who did not
return. Not too many years ago our losses in pupils from
June to September would approximately equal our gains,
and we thus remained fairly stable in numbers. Our sev-
enth grade numbered 256 pupils. We now find ourselves
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with about 480 pupils to be housed in the new AREA
Junior High School.
All parties concerned worked at a feverish pace during
the Christmas recess to ready the new building for occu-
pancy on January 5th.
Those of us involved in education are pleased to once
again have grades seven and eight in their own buiding
and in the proper educational environment for their age.
We feel that their matLiration will assume a more normal
level under these circumstances.
At this writing, we are gradually getting organized and
have many plans under way to assure our desires to create
an ideal Junior High School program.
MILFORD AREA SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL
The Milford AREA Senior High School opened in Sep-
tember with a first-day count of 1,001 for grades eight
through twelve. Without grade seven in the AREA School,
the extreme overcrowding evident last year had been al-
leviated, making the entire situation much more tolerable.
With the eighdi grade moving to its own facility, along
with grade seven, the AREA High School should be comfort-
able for the next few years.
In spite of a heavy loss of twenty-four teachers on the
secondary level, we have been most fortunate in obtaining
teachers of high qualit)' and who are student-oriented.
Those who assess the present and predict the future tell us
that knowledge now is doubling every seven years. During
a single week, the world production of new books and peri-
odicals totals 40,000 items. It is now anticipated that the
average man will change his occupation three times in a
lifetime. And it is predicted that by the year 2000, scientists
will be able to create life in a test tube, computers will moni-
tor and influence nearly every aspect of our daily activities,
and the world's population will have at least doubled.
In a world characterized by continuing explosions of
population, science, knowledge, and technology, it is manda-
tory that a child's education be devoted less to the accumu-
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lation of scattered bodies of content knowledge, and more
to the development of skills and processes necessary for
coping with this continually changing world. Consequently,
those responsible for hiring new teachers for the Milford
schools will have to continue to distinguish between teach-
ers oriented to subject matter and teachers oriented to the
process skills of thinking and behaving.
The monumental tasks required of today's curriculum
planner cannot be fulfilled by traditional approaches. As
the cumculum arena expands and the planning tasks be-
come more complex, the composition of the planning force
must change. Curriculum design and engineering in mod-
ern education requires the coordinated involvement of
specialists in subject matter, teaching technology, the social
and psychological sciences, and in administration and super-
vision.
This year has seen several changes in our secondary
school curriculum. The majority of changes have occurred
in the area of English. Traditional English 11 and 12 has
been replaced with a series of 28 one semester courses, al-
lowing for greater student choice of in-depth study in rele-
vant areas. Included in the above is an expansion of the
multi-text approach and team teaching.
Our Social Studies program, which was completely over-
hauled in 1967, has had few course changes since. However,
additional course offerings are presently being organized
for next year. A team of teachers working on the Curricu-
lum Council last summer completely revised the Junior
High School Social Studies curriculum in order to better
prepare students for the high school curricula.
A noticeable and healthy change in the mathematics
areas is the increase in number of students taking the higher
math courses. The very successful computer math course
has doubled in enrollment and has grown to two sections.
Unfortunately, having one terminal in the school limits the
number of students allowed to take the course. It is hoped
that an additional terminal can be added in the future. With
further expansion in this area, it is also hoped that the
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computer terminal will have application in several other
areas in the curriculum, such as business and science.
Secondary Curriculum Recommendations and Future Plans:
1. Addition of Spanish to our present language offer-
ings of French, Latin and Russian.
2. Complete revision of ninth and tenth grade Eng-
lish program. Monies should be provided to hire teachers
to do this planning in the summer.
3. Purchase a small computer for the school. This
would represent a financial savings over a two-year period,
provide for expansion of the present program, and allow us
to sell time-sharing on our computer to surrounding schools.
4. Include additional advanced science courses to our
present offerings.
5. Expand our Vocational Program to include Distribu-
tive Education and Building Trades.
6. Drop ninth grade Cabinet Making and institute a
course in Building Construction Trades.
7. Include Heat Treatment of Metals in our Vocational
Machine Shop Program.
8. Continued expansion of our library in order to bring
us up to the American Library Association's recommendation
of 30,000 titles. At the present time we have approximately
8,000 books.
9. Expansion of our Audio-Visual Department to in-
clude a video-tape recorder, which would have applications
in all subject matter areas.
The overall atmosphere at the AREA High School is one
of high student and faculty morale with a real concern for
the betterment of education. The administrative staff has
adopted an "open-door" policy toward students. Students
are encouraged to seek advice and raise questions in refer-
ence to matters of school policy as they deem necessaiy.
Rarely does a day go by that a student does not confer vdth
the administration. Slowly but certainly, students are taking
on the idea that administrators are truly concerned about
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listening to student concerns and providing for improved
opportunities. It is our experience that if students are given
opportunity to discuss issues and raise questions, they are
able to accept and support decisions even though they might
not have been directly involved in the decision-making
process.
The key to a first rate program is dependent on the
quality of the staff who work in our schools. To our dedi-
cated staff we extend our gratitude for the part that you
fulfill in educating our children.
We commend you, the citizens of Amherst, for your
continued support of quality education for our youth.
IRA A. STICKNEY, Superintendent
MARION J. JACQUES, Teacher Consultant
ARNOLD J. ADREANI, Principal
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FINANCIAL REPORT OF THE
AMHERST SCHOOL BOARD
For the Fiscal Year July 1, 1968 to June 30, 1969
TOTAL RECEIPTS $897,032 57
TOTAL PAYMENTS $894,634 64
Cash Balance, June 30, 1969 00 00
Building Fund $ 2,397 93
RECEIPTS IN DETAIL
Federal Aid:
NDEA - Title II $ 2,254 33
School Lunch & Special Milk 2,844 46
$ 5,098 79
State Aid:
School Building Aid $12,022 81




From Sources Other Than Taxation:
Trust Funds 874 95
Bonds and Notes:
Principal of Bonds $140,000 00
Premiums and Interest 1,391 54
141,391 54
Other In-State Receipts:
Wu-ing Allowance 2,138 00
From Selectmen Raised by Taxation:
Cun-ent Appropriation $674,548 00
Deficit Appropriation 10,301 99
Balance Due on Previous Approp. 9,104 13
693,954 12
Total Receipts from All Sources $865,961 25
Cash on Hand July 1, 1968 26,933 36
Building Fund 4,137 96
Grand Total New Receipts $897,032 57
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PAYMENTS IN DETAIL
July 1, 1968 to June 30, 1969
100 Series Administration:




210 Salaries for Instruction
215 Textbooks







600 Series Operation of Plant:
610 Salaries
630 Supplies, except Utilities
635 Contracted Services
640 Heat for Buildings
645 Utilities, except Heat
700 Series Maintenance of Plant:
725 Replacement of Equipment
726 Repairs to Equipment
735 Contracted Services
766 Repairs to Buildings
790 Other
800 Series Fixed Charges:
850.2 Teachers' Retirement System
850.3 F.I.C.A.
855 Insurance
900 Series Federal Lunch Program
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$




1300 Series Debt Service:
1370 Principal of Debt
1371 Interest on Debt
1390 Other Debt Service
1400 Series Outgoing Transfer Accounts:
1477.1 Tuition
1477.2 Transportation
1477.3 Supervisory Union Share





Bonds issued in $5,000 denominations except $2,000 due
September 15, 1966 issued in $1,000 denominations.











Administrative Salaries — 1968-69
Superintendent
TITLE I-
AMHERST SCHOOL LUNCH PROGRAM
Financial Statement
January 1, 1969 to June 30, 1969
Beginning Balance - July 1, 1968 $ 00 00
Receipts:
Lunch Sales - Children $11,074 88
Lunch Sales - Adults 475 14
Reimbursement 1,207 62
Miscellaneous Cash 123 25
Total Receipts 12,880 89
Total Available $12,880 89
Expenditures:
Food $ 7,310 44
Labor 4,080 56
All Other Expenditures 919 70
Total Expenditures 12,310 70
Balance - June 30, 1969 $ 570 19
Other Program Resources:
USDA Commodities Received
(Wholesale Value) $ 3,704 00
BALANCE SHEET
Fiscal Year Ended June 30, 1969
Assets:
Cash in Bank $ 570 19
Accounts Receivable:
Reimbursement due Program 1,223 53
Other Income due Program 623 42
Food Inventory - June 30 150 00
Supplies Inventory — June 30 25 00
Total Assets 2,592 14
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Liabilities:
Loans Payable $ 300 GO
Withholding Tax Payable 190 70
FICA Tax Payable 244 36
Other Accounts Payable 1,857 08
Total Liability 2,592 14
Working Capital 00 00
Total LiabiHties and Working Capital $ 2,592 14
GENERAL STATISTICS FOR SCHOOL YEAR
1968-1969
Number of pupils registered during year: 658
Boys 361 Girls 297
Enrollment by Grades:
I - 131, II - 107, III - 109, IV - 102, V - 104, VI - 105
Average membership in Grades 1-6 630.0
Percent of attendance in Grades 1-6 95.7
Number of sessions in all schools 360
Teaching positions:
Elementary 25
Part time teachers 9
Amherst Tuition Pupils attending Milford AREA School
1968-69:
Grade 7 81 Grade 10 79
Grade 8 81 Grade 11 66
Grade 9 80 Grade 12 75
Trainable Class — Elementary
Special Class — Elementary
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REPORT OF HEALTH SUPERVISION
1968-1969
Jan J. Tigchelaar, M.D., Examiner
Pauline Woods, R.N., School Nurse
Total number of children examined 320
Tuberculosis Tests 147
Chest X-Ray 3
The following defects, treatments and corrections were
reported:
Defects Treatment
Defective eyes 1 1
Defective ears 2 2












Number of Home Visits 190
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REPORT OF AMHERST SCHOOL BOARD
The 1969-1970 school year will best be remembered
especially by the pupils and staflF as the year the new class-
rooms were occupied at the Wilkins Memorial School. As
of this writing, the move has not taken place due to delays
beyond our control. However, much credit must be given
to our building committee, especially in the early planning
stages, after a mandate from the town to proceed with aU
haste under defined conditions to provide the much needed
facilities. We think you will find, after great inconvenience
due to crowded conditions, the results are beyond expecta-
tions. We retained Haynes, Lieneck and Smith as archi-
tects, and tlie contract was let to Francis L. PieiTaarocchi,
Inc., of Fitchburg, Mass., who have done a commendable
job.
The participation by many interested citizens and or-
ganizations in the town made possible the purchase, from
Max Sherburne, of a fine piece of land in the south-eastern
section of the town known as the Vogel property near tlie
Pennichuck pumping station on the Souhegan River. This
will not only provide land for future school buildings, but
recreation areas as well.
The Board realized acutely the need for assistance this
year due to an increasing load brought on by higher costs
and a rapidly expanding population. Therefore, areas of
broad responsibility were given to each Board member, and
various committees were reactivated or formed to make
our work more effective. The School Study Committee,
which is reported separately in the Annual Report, has con-
tributed much to our progress. A new committee to study
the area of learning disabilities has been active and wiU
make its report as well.
Efforts have been made to formulate policy, particularly
with thought given to our relationship to the newly formed
Amherst Education Association, which is now the negotiat-
ing body for the teaching staff. A significant advance was
made in the area of communication by the use of a Board
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member as liaison. The results of many hours of delibera-
tion will be evident in our budget hearings and final adop-
tion of this most relevant area.
Strict attention was given to our responsibihty with
respect to providing educational facilities with all its rami-
fications reflected in the budget, and our obligation to you,
the taxpayer. The work of Supervisory Union personnel,
the administration, staff and the Ways and Means Commit-
tee resulted in long hours, which is reflected here also, and
is much appreciated.
In trying to provide the quality education desired, and
keeping in mind the new State Board Standards, we have
encompassed some of the minimum requirements ahead of
the deadline, in order to hold the cost impact down. You
will want to acquaint yourselves with these guidelines and
look ahead to the future bases of establishing sound educa-
tional standards as set forth by the New Hampshire State
Board of Education.
Incidentally, Eric Hare was elected to the New Hamp-
shire School Board Association and will be active in consti-
tuting and promoting standards in your interest.
The year has been active and educational to us as lay-
men. The shift in value emphasis in many areas known to
each of you in these great days of scientific exploration and
advance, challenge us to even more dedication to a cause
which can be very rewarding with lasting results. May we
all be equal to the task.





ADVISORY COMMITTEE REPORT TO
AMHERST SCHOOL BOARD
The Advisory Committee has utilized the limited time
available prior to the regular Amherst School Meeting to in-
vestigate in detail the open-type school construction as pre-
sented by the School Board, and to develop alternate pro-
grams w^hich hopefully will resolve our immediate classroom
requirements. The Committee's final report w^ill also embody
long-range programs for consideration by the School Board.
Obviously, several long-range considerations have a direct
influence on what course or courses of action we must take
now if Amherst is to continue its present level of education
on an economical basis.
We have addressed ourselves, therefore, to the following
points:
1. Is it necessary to provide additional classrooms dur-
ing the 1969-70 school term?
2. If so, can this requirement be best met by an addition
to the Wilkins School, the construction of a new school, or
the leasing of portable schools?
3. If new classrooms are to be built, what will be the
ejffect on the taxpayer?
A. If an addition were to be made on the Wilkins
School?
B. If a new school were to be constructed on a
new site?
4. How many classrooms will be required to satisfy our
immediate needs and allow ample time to fully investigate
what course of action should be taken in regards to the con-
struction of a new school?
5. Does open-type construction offer economical and/or
educational advantages to the Amherst taxpayer and our
children?
Are Additional Classrooms Required?
The Advisory Committee sees no valid reason to reduce
its forecast of student enrollment. The 1969-70 school term,
with the planned education program, will require the avail-
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ability of eight additional rooms or teaching stations. It is
now estimated that the 1970-71 school term will require an
additional four classrooms over and above the eight required
for the previous year. If the Town continues to grow at its
present rate, it is reasonable to forecast that our school sys-
tem will require a new school facility for the 1971-72 school
term.
Alternates To Building Classrooms
In determining classroom requirements, the Committee
has taken under advisement and consideration the following
alternates to a building program:
a. Revision of the first grade age entrance from six
years of age prior to January 1 to six years of age prior to
September 30. The Committee estimates that this would
reduce the first grade enrollment by approximately one class
and would have httle or no effect on our total requirements.
b. Double Sessions. The estimated expense of a double
session during the 1969-70 school term is $52,000.00. Ad-
ditional staff requirements would cost $43,000.00 and trans-
portation $9,000.00. These costs are in addition to operating
expenses as budgeted.
c. The Committee has reviewed the possible advantages
of reorganizing the present classroom structure to achieve
greater utilization of our existing classrooms. The present
ability grouping program has been modified for the 1969-70
school term. With this modification in our educational pro-
gram, maximum utilization of classrooms will be realized.
The Committee does not feel that there are classrooms sav-
ings to be obtained.
d. The use of the brick school was once again reviewed
and after considering the size of the rooms, its current use by
the kindergarten. Police Department and other organizations,
the Committee does not feel that utilization of this building
is practical or functional in our educational program.
e. The Committee is investigating the availability and
cost of portable or temporary classrooms and will be pre-
pared to present detailed information to the School Board.
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Cost Considerations
The Committee has reviewed the efifect on our individual
taxpayer under the following conditions:
a. If an addition were made now to the Wilkins School,
and
b. If a new school were to be constructed on a new site.
The construction of a new school at this time is pro-
hibitive. In addition to the required teaching stations, core
facilities would be required. The cost of a new educational
facility quite understandably would be substantially higher
than the cost required to satisfy our classroom needs by an
addition to the Wilkins School.
In planning for our present and future needs, the Town
must consider the possible reorganization of Union 40 on a
co-operative basis. There is every reason to believe that this
co-operative plan could materialize in advance of a new
school requirement. The economic and educational benefits
of a co-operative plan will be substantial. For example, if
four of the five school systems which now comprise Union
40 were on a co-operative basis, new schools authorized by
the voters of the participating town would receive 50%
State Aid and student incentive aid.
The addition of twelve additional classrooms to the Wil-
kins school at this time is far more practical and economical
in comparison to the building of a new school. The Com-
mittee does feel that the square foot requirements required
to achieve this additional capacity can be reduced to ap-
proximately 15,000 square feet and substantially reduce the
overall cost to the taxpayer. With the little time allowed, it
has been impossible to redesign and obtain bids for the con-
struction of an open-space or conventional 15,000 square
foot addition. The Committee has received no information
which would indicate that the building costs for such an ad-
dition would be less than $20.00 a square foot and most
likely the total cost for building and equipping this additional
facility will be between $24.00 and $24.50 per square foot.
However, a reduction in size could save $75,000 to $100,000.
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Open-Space Vs. Conventional Schools
The Committee reviewed in detail the proposed open-
space proposal in an effort to clarify the functional and edu-
cational advantages of open space design. In our study, we
asked the following questions:
1. What are the economic advantages? — While interior
partition costs are reduced, this savings is for the most part
offset by increased costs for acoustical control and functional
equipment.
2. Is there more ejfficient use of total space? — A sub-
stantial area normally allocated to corridors is actually uti-
lized for educational purposes and increases the number
of available teaching stations.
3. Would open-space design necessitate a radical change
in our educational plan or require specialized teachers — No
radical change in the educational plan has been contem-
plated nor is it required. Initially, fifth and sixth grade stu-
dents will be aware of the change, but experience has shown
this preoccupation to be not only normal, but short-lived.
Our present teaching staff is qualified to educate our children
in an open-space structure.
4. Would the movement of children in an open-space
structure distract other students? — Open-space schools are
acoustically designed to prevent noise distraction. With such
design criteria, the open-space school is quieter than the con-
ventional corridor design. The open-space areas are equipped
with moveable partitions to minimize visual distraction.
Whether we utilize conventional or open-space design, the
control of noise and/or movement rests with the teachers
and administration.
5. What educational advantages can our teachers and
students realize with an open-space structure? — Functional
and educational advantages are as follows:
a. An open-space building is designed to accommodate
any present or future changes in teaching methods or curri-
culum.
b. Open space design does not restrict, condition, or
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mold teaching strategies or curriculum as most traditional
school plant designs do. The school serves the children as
learners — not the children serving the requirement of the
school design.
c. A flexible and malleable environment encourages
team teaching, small group instruction, independent study,
and individualized instruction.
d. The open design frees students to take more initiative
and to take more responsibility for their own learning under
teacher guidance.
e. The open space removes the seclusion of the self-
contained classroom. Teachers grow professionally by shar-
ing and planning together.
f. The building is flexible in terms of grouping which
may range from one student to several grades.
g. Resources and teaching support systems are readily
accessible. Obstacles such as doors, distances, and halls are
removed.
h. Supervision of student behavior and activity is im-
proved. Every child is visible from any point in the main
room.
6. Have any open-space schools failed to provide ade-
quate education? — Yes, they have, but in those few in-
stances, the open-space design was accompanied by a radical
or gradeless educational program without the availability of
adequately trained teachers. Experience has proven that a
few subjects are best taught in a conventional classroom, for
example, science and math, but such requirements are now
available at the Wilkins School.
The Committee estimates that the originally proposed
open-space design has a capacity of from fourteen to sixteen
teaching stations and suggests that a reduction in size could
be tolerated and still provide the stations actually required.
It is the Committee's opinion that considerable thought and
planning has been given to the open-space design by our
School Board, our School Administrators and our teachers
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and that the open-space design is sound, functional and
flexible as an educational structure.
Required Schedule
As previously stated, the Committee feels that additional
classrooms are required now and that any proposed addition
should allow for classroom requirements over a forecasted
two-year period. The intent here, of course, is to allow the
School Board and its designated Committees time to fully in-
vestigate our Town's requirements and costs for new schools.
During the next two years, we will realize an increase in our
tax base evaluation and hopefully receive increased State Aid
for our school building requirements. We enthusiastically
encourage the Amherst School Board to pursue negotiations
with other School Boards in Union 40 in hopes that a co-
operative program can be established at the earliest possible
date. A co-operative arrangement will have more effect on
minimizing the cost of school programs to the Amherst tax-








AMHERST SCHOOL STUDY COMMITTEE
The School Study Committee, a continuing study group
since its appointment in November, 1967, had three new
members appointed during the year: Mrs. Wilham Hopkins,
Mr. Joel Hungerford and Mr. Francis Perry. In the spring,
the committee made a study and presented a report to the
School Board of the classroom needs for the addition at the
Wilkins School.
In the fall, the committee re-evaluated the school popu-
lation figmes, present and projected, and made a detailed
report to the School Board in December. The report fore-
cast probable enrollment figures, 1970-71, based on current
growth trends in Amherst.
The committee is presently studying the overall educa-
tional needs of Amherst as projected over the next live years.






SCHOOL BUILDING COMMITTEE REPORT
In March of 1969 the Moderator appointed a School
Building Committee to construct an addition to the Wilkins
School. At the March school meeting the town had voted
to build this addition at a cost not to exceed $380,000. The
design of the school, in so far as possible, was to conform to
the style of the original Wilkins School. The committee was
to work under the direction of the Amherst School Board.
Work was to proceed without delay. The Amherst school
population had grown, unexpectedly, fast. The Wilkins
School, just completed in the fall of 1967, was already over-
crowded in the winter of 1969.
The committee lost no time in going to work. Within
six weeks, plans for the addition were drawn up. The build-
ing went out for bid April 18th. When the bids were opened
May 7th, even the lowest bidder was higher than antici-
pated. After making use of alternate options and a series
of economies in the design of the building, the contract was
awarded to the Fitchburg construction firm of Francis L.
Piermarocchi.
Rapid progress was made on the addition initially. But
other large construction projects in this part of New Hamp-
shire caused a shortage of masons and other constiiiction
workers. An unusually wet summer further slowed progress.
Hopes for an early fall completion date wilted. The teachers
and children made do with temporary classrooms.
By the time this report is published the addition should
be occupied. The classrooms are functional, yet cheerful.
The total addition occupies 16,781 square feet. Of this,
11,648 square feet are classroom space. There are fourteen
classrooms of which nine will be furnished now, the bal-
ance to be completed later. Two classrooms are equipped
as science rooms with laboratory equipment. Storage facih-
ties in these rooms for students' projects has been provided.
One classroom will be used as an art room. A large room
(two classrooms) has been designated as a multi-purpose
room so that large or small classes or specialized study proj-
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ects can be conducted there. The balance of the floor space
is corridor space, additional lavatories, work space for
teachers, and storage.
The rise in construction costs has been so rapid that the
committee found it necessary to make a number of econ-
omies in building in order to meet the immediate classroom
needs of the town and stay within the appropriation amount.
A flat roof was built in contrast to the pitched roof of the
original building. The ceiling height was lowered from ten
to nine feet. A high density storage system was adopted
to make better use of floor space. These and other savings
in technical details of the building "brought-in" the build-
ing at the appropriated amount.




LEARNING DISABILITIES STUDY COMMITTEE
The following is a progress report from the committee
studying learning disabilities in Amherst.
Since September of 1969, the study committee has de-
voted its time to the study of learning disabilities in general
and have taken steps to determine the degree this problem
may exist in Amherst.
In order to learn more about learning disabilities, various
members of the committee have attended a week's workshop
on learning disabilities at Crotched Mountain. This work-
shop covered the history of learning disabilities as well as
diagnostic procedures. Two members have visited the public
schools in Wellesley, Massachusetts, where a program for
children with learning disabihties has been in effect for
several years. One member has been to the Rehabilitation
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Center in Manchester, where special diagnostic procedures
and classes are being organized for children with specific
learning disabilities. Another member attended a conference
sponsored by the Merrimack Education Center on Program-
ming for children with learning disabilities. Mr. Jillette of
the State Department of Education has met with the com-
mittee, and Dr. Shepard of Keene State College is working
with the teachers and members of the committee.
We have studied many programs to teach children with
disabilities and will make recommendations to the School
Board as to the procedures best suited to Amherst. It is
first necessary to determine the number of children with
learning disabilities before any meaningful recommenda-
tions can be made.




to bring some figures to the committee, which will enable us
to recommend a program designed to meet the problem as










SYNOPSIS OF SPECIAL SCHOOL MEETING
A Special School District Meeting was held at the Wil-
kins School on Friday, January 31, 1969. The meeting was
called to order by Moderator Greeley Buchanan at 8:05
p. m. Reverend Sanford asked the invocation, and the
salute to tlie flag was led by Mr. Leland Gray, Chairman of
the School Board. Moderator Buchanan read the warrant
containing the following article:
To see what sum the District will vote to raise and
appropriate for the construction, equipping of and fur-
nishing of an addition or additions to the elementary
school facilities of said district and to determine whether
such appropriation shall be raised by borrowing or
otherwise.
In order to acquaint everyone with the purpose of hold-
ing the Special Meeting at this time, Mr. Buchanan read
the petition which was rendered to the Superior Court of
Hillsborough County and the decree of that court grant-
ing the meeting.
Mr. Eric Brown, Ways and Means Committee, moved
the following:
"I move that the sum of $475,000 be appropriated for
constructing and equipping and furnishing an addition to
the Wilkins Elementary School, and that to raise this
amount, the School Board be authorized to borrow $475,000
under the Municipal Finance Act, and that in addition to
the foregoing appropriation, the School Board may contract
for and accept any federal aid or grants or gifts that may
become available with respect to the project and may ex-
pend for the project any income derived from the temporary
investment of bond proceeds."
The motion was seconded by Al Byrnes.
Mr. Herbert Steams commented in the public hearing
held on January 17 where a discussion was held on the
need for the addition, the basis by which the open con-
cept had been chosen, a description of physical plant, cost
breakdown, etc. From questions asked at this meeting, a
brochure was prepared and distributed to residents of Am-
herst. Mr. Steams stressed the need for the addition by
September of 1969. After the appropriation at the Annual
Meeting of $8,000 for an architect, the Board began im-
mediately to prepare plans for an eight or twelve room
addition, taking into consideration ideas from faculty, staff,
administration and architect. Because of rising construc-
tion costs and the rapid growth of the town, plans for a
twelve room addition were prepared with an alternative
plan for eight rooms.
Graphs showing the growth projection as prepared by
the School Study Committee and the growth by grade il-
lustiated the need for more classrooms now. Future pro-
jections indicate a classroom need of four per year. The
1967 School Study Committee has now been reactivated and
a Land Procurement Committee, selected by the Moderator,
is studying possible sites for a new school to take care of
increased enrollment in the next five years.
Mr. Stearns described the open concept, stressing its
flexibility through use of movable walls, bookcases, etc.
The cost per square foot for this type of construction is
about the same as the conventional double loaded structure
— with flexibility as its advantage. Maintenance costs are
less, and die whole building excluding toilet facilities and
mudrooms has useful teaching space. The learning center,
if needed, could also be used as a teaching station, although
not its optimum function. After careful study of both types
of construction, visits to other schools of this type, the open
concept school was chosen because it provides for careful,
programmed learning and encourages individual initiative.
The meeting was then opened to general discussion.
Mr. Thomas Bush, after a period of questions and an-
swers, moved the question. It was seconded.
The meeting was closed temporarily for a ballot vote
by checklist, which was as follows:
357 cast; 237 needed to carry; 130 No; 227 Yes.
The vote was lost.
Mr. Gray moved that the meeting recess until 8:00 p. m.
on Friday, February 7, 1969 at the Wilkins School. Sec-
onded. So voted.
Moderator Buchanan declared the meeting recessed at
10:45 p. m.
SHIRLEY V. COPELAND, Clerk
AMHERST RECESSED SPECIAL
SCHOOL DISTRICT MEETING
The Amherst Recessed Special School District Meeting
was held at the Wilkins School Auditorium on February 7,
1969. The meeting was called to order by Moderator Bu-
chanan at 8:00 p. m.
A motion was made to adjom the meeting. Seconded.
Motion was defeated by a voice vote.
Mr. Bertrand Roberge moved that the decision of last
Friday night's meeting be reconsidered. Motion seconded.
Mr. Donald Eger prepared a minority report and re-
quested permission to read it and was given the opportunity
at a later time in the meeting.
Mr. Frank Whaland called for a point of order, since
the motion to reconsider was on the floor, and that a minor-
ity report was not germane to that question. Mr. Whaland
then moved the question. Seconded.
After two voice votes were indecisive, the Moderator
called for a division vote by standing. Result of the vote:
226 Yes, and 162 No, to reconsider the motion of the pre-
vious week.
The motion on the floor as presented by Mr. Eric Brown
is as follows: "I move that the sum of $475,000 be appro-
priated for constructing and equipping and furnishing an
addition to the Wilkins Elementary School, and that to raise
this amount, the School Board be authorized to borrow
$475,000 under the Municipal Finance Act, and that in addi-
tion to the foregoing appropriation, the School Board may
contract for and accept any federal aid or grants and gifts
that may become available in respect to the project, and
may expend for the project, any income derived from the
temporary investment of bond proceeds."
Mr. Gray said that he had been advised that it was not
necessary to include the $8,000 already appropriated at the
School District Meeting in March in the new appropria-
tion to be voted upon. He then moved that the sum of
$467,000 be substituted for the $475,000 originally voted
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upon. The amendment was accepted by Mr. Brown, who
made the original motion.
Mr. Gray said that the School Board would not have
presented the open concept plan without having equally
convincing evidence to support it.
Mr. Arnold Adreani, Amherst School Principal, presented
his views on the pros and cons of an open concept method
of teaching.
Mr. Tony Varcounis moved that the proposal be voted
on. The motion was seconded. Defeated.
Mr. Al Byrnes moved to amend the motion to read: I
move that the sum of $444,000 be appropriated for construct-
ing and equipping and furnishing an addition to the Wilkins
Elementary School, and that to raise this amount, the
School Board be authorized to bon-ow $444,000 under the
Municipal Finance Act, and that in addition to the fore-
going appropriation, the School Board may contract for and
accept any federal aid or grants and gifts that may be-
come available in respect to the project, and may expend
for the project, any income derived from the temporary in-
vestment of bond proceeds. Seconded.
He pointed out that the value of the amendment is that
a school designed for twelve classrooms plus a large learning
area would be built at a reduced figure.
Open discussion from the floor followed.
The Moderator called for a vote on whether to amend
the motion. Carried. Amendment adopted.
Mr. Dana Powers made a motion to move the question.
Seconded.
Voting took place by ballot and checklist. Result of
vote: 458 cast; 301 necessaiy to cany; 206 No; 252 Yes.
Motion was lost.
Mr. Gray then announced that the School Board would
meet the following week and were open to suggestions.
It was moved and seconded that the meeting be ad-
journed. So voted.
SHIRLEY V. COPELAND, Clerk
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SYNOPSIS OF THE SCHOOL DISTRICT MEETING
March 7, 1969
The Amherst School District Meeting was held at the
Wilkins School on Friday, March 7, 1969. Moderator Buch-
anan called the meeting to order at 8:00 P.M. Prayer of in-
vocation was given by Reverend Herman Anderson.
Article 1. Mr. Leland Gray moved that this article be
passed over and acted upon with Article 9. Seconded. So
voted.
Article 2. Mr. Herbert Stearns moved that we accept
all reports as printed in the School Report. Seconded. So
voted.
Article 3. Mr. Gray moved that the Town Auditors
serve as school auditors. Seconded. So Voted.
Article 4. Mr. Stearns moved that the District authorize
the School Board to make application for and receive in the
name of the district such advances, grants and aids or other
funds for educational purposes as may now or hereafter be
forthcoming from the United States Government or any other
state or private agency. Seconded. So voted.
Article 5. Mr. Dana Powers moved that the sum of
$10,301.99 be raised and appropriated as a deficiency ap-
propriation to cover $661.39 Supervisory Union Share, $5,800
Transportation and $3,840.60 Teacher's Salaries, said amount
being due in the current fiscal year, and to authorize the
Selectmen to make the money available to the School Board
prior to June 30, 1969. Seconded.
Mr. Gray explained that the diflFerence in the Transporta-
tion deficiency in the warrant and that the motion is due to
an additional bus being purchased by Clark's Buses, which
will be in use very shortly. Open discussion from the floor
followed.
Mr. Brown moved to postpone action on this motion un-
til after Article 8. Seconded.
Mr. Gray said that the Board had two other proposals
for the surplus which had higher priority.
1. Apply $14,000 toward land purchase.
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2. Hire an architect to draw up plans for a new school
if the addition was not approved.
The Moderator requested a division vote by standing.
Result of standing vote: 97 yes, 128 no. Motion defeated.
Mr. Gray explained the reason for the deficiency and said
that this would be the only meeting where deficiency could
be raised and if the money was not needed, it would be
carried over to reduce taxes. Vote on the motion carried.
Article 6. Mr. Dunlap moved that the sum of $380,000
be appropriated for constructing and equipping and furnish-
ing an addition to the Wilkins Elementary School, and that to
raise this amount the School Board be authorized to borrow
$380,000 under the Municipal Finance Act, and in addition
to the foregoing appropriation, the School Board may con-
tract for and accept any federal aid or grants or gifts that
may become available with respect to the project and may
expend for the project any income derived from the tempor-
ary investment of bond proceeds. Seconded.
Mr. Dunlap gave a report from the School Study Com-
mittee recommending the addition and open discussion from
the floor followed.
Mr. Thomas Bush moved to amend the motion that this
appropriation, not to exceed $380,000, be expended only to
expand the present type of classrooms and architecture. Se-
conded.
Mr. Frank Whaland moved the question. Seconded.
Carried.
After a lengthy discussion the Moderator recessed the
meeting for voting by yes or no ballot which was conducted
by the Supervisors of the checklist.
There were 313 votes cast; 54 No, 259 Yes.
A two-thirds vote was necessary to pass and the motion
carried.
Article 7. Mr. Paul Dudley moved that the district
raise and appropriate the sum of $50,000 for the purchase of
the so-called Vogel from Max Sherburne or take any action
relative thereto. Seconded.
Mrs. Paul Antonelli moved to amend that the sum of
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$36,000 be appropriated for the purchase of the land with
$14,000 surplus to be applied toward this land purchase.
Seconded.
Vote to amend, carried.
Vote on amended motion carried.
Article 8. Article 8 was passed over since surplus dis-
posed of in Article 7.
Article 9. The School Board gave a detailed report of
the proposed budget based on an estimated enrollment of
742 pupils — a 28% increase. The ways and means com-
mittee recommended a $15,000 cut with a reduction in staff
by two teachers and reduction in substitute jBgure. Recom-
mendation carried. Mr. Gray pointed out that the transporta-
tion contract was based on the number of transporting units
and number of miles traveled. Mr. Stickney, Superintendent
of Schools, stated that the advantage of a three year con-
tract was mostly assurance of transportation. In order to
ease the school budget it was stated that sale of bonds to be
deferred until after July 1, 1969 — financing of preparation
of plans and initial construction of building by bond antici-
pation notes. First principal payment in 1970-71 school year
— same year that payment on WiUcins School is reduced by
$5,000. Interest projected on basis of 57c bonds — principal
based on 15 year repayment schedule. The decision is up to
the School Board and Building Committee.
Mr. Dana Powers moved that the district vote to raise
and appropriate the sum of $963,046 for the support of
schools, for the payment of salaries for school district officials,
and agents, and for the payment of the statutory obligations
of the district. Seconded. So voted.
Article 10. Mr. Stearns moved that the School District
show its appreciation of the untiring effort of our retiring
School Board member. Chairman Leland Gray, Jr. by giving
a rising vote of thanks.
Mr. Steams moved that the Moderator be authorized to
appoint a Building Committee to consist of four persons to
serve together with the School Board. Seconded.
Mr. Paul Backus recommended that the motion be
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amended to read to appoint a Building Committee, if possible
the same Building Committee that supervised the construc-
tion of the existing Wilkins School.
Chair ruled the motion out of order since members of
that Committee no longer live in town. The chair will as-
sume responsibility of selecting a good Building Committee.
Mr. Backus appealed the decision. The appeal was lost.
Vote on motion carried.
Article 11. Mr. Gray moved that the unexpended sur-
plus in the 1300 series for debt services in the amount of
$14,000 be applied toward the land purchases authorized in
Article 7. Seconded. Carried.
Mrs. Lutemow moved that next year's meeting be held
on a Saturday night following the Town Meeting. Seconded.
Defeated.






Narrative for Town Report Cover
The Town of Amherst — Conservation Commission has
taken title to the 8()-acre Joe EngHsh Brook Reserxation on
Brook Road. Replete with a beaver pond, two clean brooks,
and an attractive forest, the accjuisition of this site insnres
preservation of some of Amherst s rich heritage of beantifnl
woodlands.
Located in one of the larger nnde\ eloped areas in Town,
the Reservation will provide nature trails, wilderness camp-
ing for Scouts, fishing, cross countrv skiing, and the simple
pleasures of the outdoors for voung and old alike.
Photo courtesv of Pattv' Rotch
